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THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE have spoken. By a narrow
margin of the popular vote that yet translated into a
landslide electoral victory, Barack Obama has retained

residency in the White House for another four years. In spite of
that narrow popular vote, Obama is looking at his election as a
mandate from Americans to continue with his
failed “Hope and Change” strategy for the na-
tion. But an electoral landslide hardly equates
to a mandate, particularly when about one-third
of eligible voters failed to cast any ballots. If
anything, Obama has, at most, merely one-third
of the electorate on board with his policies.
Two-thirds either voted against him, or disagree
sufficiently by not voting at all.

On the other hand, the same may be said for
Mitt Romney and the Republican platform.
Only about one-third of American voters agreed
with them as well.

What is significant is not which policies
gained enough votes to carry the election, but the
divide that exists among the American people.

Jesus said, “A house divided against itself cannot stand” (Lk
11:17). For over 200 years America was united in its purpose and
direction. A sense of national unity provided strength and made
the United States of America the envy of the world in virtually
every aspect of national life, including economically, militarily,
socially and spiritually. For most of its existence, in spite of many
shortcomings and failings on the part of its government and its
people at large, America was the foremost disseminator of the
Gospel throughout the world.

But something changed. Overcome with the love for materi-
al advantages over spiritual blessings, Americans began to turn
away from their spiritual foundation. From the beginning of the
20th century, America began to let down its guard in spiritual
matters. With the advent of radio and motion pictures, Ameri-
cans’ exposure to anti-Christ philosophies started a trend in
thinking counter to the biblical ethic that held the heart of the
nation’s citizens. Humanistic psychology coupled with fascina-
tion with a burgeoning entertainment industry opened people’s

minds to hedonism. At first engaged in with blushing embar-
rassment, that hedonism soon broke the bonds of the small
colony of entertainers and began to enter into the everyday life
of mainstream America. With it came a political philosophy
based on an individualism that has gone far beyond the free-

doms envisioned by the founders of the nation.
Whereas those founders had in mind free-

dom to live and grow in faith and industrious-
ness, that freedom was turned into license
which allows to flourish any vain and evil
thought of man’s imagination. It didn’t take
long for America to devolve into a cesspool of
deviancy that today is celebrated and promoted
by the nation’s prominent leadership. But that
leadership is there only by virtue of the Ameri-
can electorate. The people have decided that
they want leaders who pander to the filthy
expressions of sexual deviancy; who equate sod-
omy and lesbianism with God’s institution of
marriage; who fight hard to defend a woman’s
right to choose to kill her unborn child.

During his election-night victory celebration, Barack Obama
promised to seek compromise and a common ground with his
Republican detractors. Within a few days he began to take an
imperial stance of “My way or the highway” regarding how, if at
all, the Bush-era tax cuts would continue. This portends a hard-
nosed attitude that will see even more division among Ameri-
cans on not only this issue but many that will no doubt touch
on the spiritual nature of the battle for men’s minds.

But here is the reality: America is so badly fragmented
spiritually that finding agreement on anything of great impor-
tance is impossible.

There can be no middle ground on the issue of abortion.
Either one favors killing babies, or one doesn’t favor killing
babies. The only possible compromise might be on which babies
to kill and which to spare. But the left is so intractable that it
wants women to be free to choose the termination of their
babies’ lives under all circumstances.

(Continued on page 3)

NO CHANGE
NO HOPE



2

MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • WINTER 2012

Media Spotlight is a ministry to the Body
of Christ, bringing understanding of the ways
in which the world shapes our thinking and
lifestyles through the influence of the mass
communications media.

God’s Word exhorts, “buy the truth and
do not sell it” (Prov. 23:23). Therefore we do
not sell Media Spotlight. Begun in 1977,
Media Spotlight was the first ministry on a
national scale to address the ungodly nature
of the secular media—motion pictures, tele-
vision, toys, games and myriad other things
that contribute to Christians living no differ-
ently than the rest of the world.

The mass media have impacted the Body
of Christ as much as they have society. Many
Christians are so dependent upon the media
that they aren’t aware of how lukewarm they
have become. We have many testimonials
from readers who tell us that, because of
Media Spotlight, they have become aware of
the effect the media have on their thinking,
and are now more selective in their choices.

But the problem of ungodliness is not
exclusive to the secular media. Of major
concern are the religious media that present
messages contrary to God’s Word. Media
Spotlight addresses the impact that religious
teachers have upon believers in Christ,
whether for good or for evil.

It has escaped the understanding of many
Christians that what they believe is more
often shaped by the teachings and traditions
of religious men and institutions than by
Scripture. Most teachers in the institutional
churches rely more upon their theological
disciplines than on the pure Word of God.
Yet the wisdom of the world is no substitute
for God’s Word, even if offered from the
pulpit or in the Christian media.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:24 that in the
last days false christs and false prophets
would arise and would show great signs and
wonders, “so that, if possible, they will
deceive the very elect.” He also states in
Matthew 24:12 that in the last days the love
of many toward Him would grow cold
because evil would increase in the world. If
we believe Him, then we would be foolish
not to guard ourselves against deception.
There is little time to waste in the short span
of life granted us by God. We must choose
today whom we will serve.

Scripture quotations in Media Spotlight are from the
King James Version of the Bible, rephrased in modern U.S.
English unless otherwise stated.

A Personal Note
COPYRIGHT ©2012, MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

WHY MEDIA SPOTLIGHT?
Dear Friends,

At long last, our book on eschatology, The Day of
Yahweh, is at the printer. This is a different take on
eschatology from any you’ve read from today’s popu-
lar speculators on end-time prophecy. We truly believe
you will be blessed and informed by what you read.

With our prior issue we tried an experiment, using
a wrapper to protect the outside pages of Media Spot-
light. We’ve received a number of responses telling us

that the experiment is working. The wrapper is taking the brunt of abuse that often
results as publications make their way through the postal service. But now we have a
slightly different problem. For 35 years we’ve printed only “Media Spotlight” as the
return addressee. Now the Post Office is insisting that we include our parent ministry
name “Omega Ministries” as well. When we started in 1977 we knew of no other
ministries by that name, but since then a number of organizations have sprung up with
the same name in different states. We are not affiliated with any of them. Our only
address is our P.O. Box number and our home from which we operate.

There is a second reason for our wrapper besides protecting the physical pages.
Sometimes our lead articles are not politically correct, and in view of some readers
telling us they never received some specific issues, we suspect (but do not accuse)
some postal workers along the way may decide they don’t want some of our writings
to get past their fingers. So we will continue to use the wrapper.

In this day of polarization among America’s population we don’t believe we are
being paranoid, but extra caution is in order.

The nation truly is polarized on important issues. Fully half the nation has now
revealed through credible polls that it favors same-sex marriage and abortion. Half
the nation has succumbed to the Marxist ideology of class warfare so successfully
waged by Barack Obama and his underlings in his administration and in Congress.
Consider these major class warfare distinctions that have torn America in half: black
vs. white; rich vs. middle class; female vs. male; young vs. old; workers vs. manage-
ment; government vs. the people.

From its inception communism has proposed that these distinctions would be used
to topple the United States and create a communist dictatorship here. By God’s grace
the foundation on which this nation was built has been strong enough to withstand the
onslaught for many decades. But the wall has been breached. The barbarians are in
the gate. They occupy the White House, the Senate and much of the House of
Representatives. Many of those elected to uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States have succumbed to the enticement of power and are yielding ground
daily to various forms of Marxism.

America’s days as a great power and as a nation of free people are numbered. It
is now possible that Barack Obama will gain so much power through his Hitlerian
ability to mesmerize and confuse the masses, he will turn from “president” to dictator.
The principle of separation of powers has been eroding for some time as one president
after another has usurped the  law-making role of Congress. Under Obama the office
of president is now that of bully.

But this is what Americans now expect of their president. They won’t admit that
they want a dictator, but that’s what is in the hearts of half the people today.

Yet as we see these evils increasing in the world and in our nation, we take heart
that God’s people are still a beacon of light in the darkness. We will be here until the
Lord returns to judge the nations. How refreshing that will be.

In the meantime, we take heart from many of our readers as well. A big “Thank
you!” to those of you who have continued to hold us in your prayers and to help us
through your financial gifts. You are the backbone of this ministry.

In Jesus’ love,

Al and Jean
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The argument surrounding “rape or incest” as viable alterna-
tives is merely a smokescreen put up by the left. The percentage
of babies conceived through rape or incest is so infinitesimal
that it shouldn’t even be part of the equation. The truth is that
the vast majority of abortions are performed electively on babies
conceived in fornication or marriage. The baby-killing mill is a
multi-billion dollar industry that has the president and his party
firmly in its back pocket.

So, too, does the LGBT community. No prior occupant of
the White House has been so anti-Christ as Barack Obama. His
cabinet appointees reflect his anti-Christ, Marxist mindset.

I don’t say these things lightly; they are statements of fact
borne out by his words and actions. And the man’s philosophy
must be pointed out to believers in Jesus so that we not be taken
in by his glib façade that misleads the masses into thinking he is
a man of character who can be trusted with the fate of the nation.

Barring a miracle from our heavenly Father, America has no
hope. A good friend of ours prefers to say “We are past top-dead-
center.” This is very descriptive of America’s situation. It takes a
lot of energy to move an object from bottom-dead-center to
top-dead-center. But once it begins to move past top-dead-center
its decline accelerates exponentially; it picks up speed until it
reaches its nadir. Once America reaches that nadir, it will not
be able to regain ascendency.

There was a time when America had sufficient spiritual
character to overcome any adversity that threatened its social
and moral fibre. A foundation of faith in Jesus Christ kept hope
alive even in the midst of terrible circumstances. Self-sufficiency
was not so much defined as faith in oneself to overcome adver-
sity, but faith in the true God to help one overcome adversity.

The nation had its spiritual problems; man’s sin nature
cannot be abrogated through anything less than the Spirit of
God taking control of individuals’ lives. But the moral founda-
tion built upon a biblical ethic can go a long way in strengthen-
ing people even as their faith is imperfect.

That biblical ethic—the inherent knowledge that God is real
and His Word offers strength in times of trouble—is what got
the nation through many wars, the Great Depression, the Dust
Bowl tragedy, and other natural and man-made devastation.
Since the nation has largely abandoned the biblical ethic and
has given itself to self-pride, murder, fornication, sodomy, abor-
tion, divorce, drunken and drug-induced stupor and other evils
that are a stench in the nostrils of our holy God, it has lost its
spiritual character and devolved into a nation of self-centered
whiners who want everything given to them on a silver platter.

It is the nation’s lack of spiritual character that has led to our
current fall from God’s grace. And the nation’s lack of spiritual
character is reflected in its choices for leadership.

Mitt Romney’s lack of spiritual character is evident in his
adherence to an anti-Christ cult that masquerades as a Christian
religion. Barack Obama’s lack of spiritual character has been in
strong evidence since the beginning of his rise to prominence.
His assertion that “America is no longer a Christian nation” was
stated with obvious delight; his praise of Islam and his love for
Islamic prayer was likewise stated with obvious delight; his
refusal to join Christians in the traditional prayer breakfast
while hosting Muslims in the White House further revealed his
lack of spiritual character. But that lack reached a yet lower
plane in his September 18 speech to the U.N. after the attack
on the U.S. Embassy in Benghazi.

In that speech Obama stated that “The future must not
belong to those who target Coptic Christians in Egypt.” This
was an acknowledgment that Muslims in Egypt have been
persecuting to death many Christians of the Coptic faith
(thanks to Obama’s policy of promoting “democracy” in the
Middle East, which is leading to takeovers by militant jihadists).

But he also stated, “The future must not belong to those
who slander the prophet of Islam.” With that he equated
disrespect for Muhammad to that of killing Christians.

By saying the future “must not belong to those who slander
the prophet of Islam,” he is essentially making a threat that
belies his defense of free speech under the Constitution.

What should be done to those who murder innocent people
for their religious beliefs? Justice demands they be punished by
the state. There truly must not be any future for them.

But to equate “slander” with murder in the same context is
essentially saying that those who slander Islam’s prophet should
face the same fate as those who murder Christians.

Perhaps that’s not what he meant. Perhaps he would consider
killing people in fits of fanatic religious rage something far more
egregious than saying something bad about a religious figure.

I would hope so.
But there is something disconcerting about his position on

slandering Islam’s false prophet. While he has consistently
condemned the producers of the offending video that he
blamed for the attack on the U.S. embassy in Benghazi (contrary
to his assertion that it was his administration, not he, who did
so), he continues to hobnob with Hollywood celebrities who
consistently blaspheme Jesus Christ and demean Christianity in
their productions. The leftist media who give him a pass on
every gaff and ungodly thing he says and does, have demonstrat-
ed many times their hatred of the true God and Jesus Christ; yet
he continues to pander to their allegiance.

The National Endowment for the Arts, which funds “art”
that trashes Jesus, the Bible and Christians, is one of his favorite
entitlement programs. So much so that during the presidential
campaign he made a point of mocking Mitt Romney for even
suggesting he would pull funding from the Public Broadcasting
System in order to help set the fiscal ship aright.

Believers in Jesus who understand the spiritual nature of the
battle in which we are engaged, know that behind every govern-
ment there are demonic spiritual entities vying for power. But
there are lesser demons behind every individual, goading them

(Continued on page 9)

NO CHANGE;
NO HOPE

(Continued from page 1)
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Teen sentenced to
church
TYLER ALRED, 17, was sentenced in Muskogee, Okla., to 10

years probation in the manslaughter conviction of his
friend, John Dum, 16. The condition for his probation is

that he must attend church regularly for the entire 10 years.
Alred was driving a Chevrolet pickup around 4: a.m. Dec. 3,

2011, when he crashed into a tree on a county road near Musko-
gee. Dum died at the scene of the accident. Although he was not
legally drunk, Alred admitted to Oklahoma Highway Patrol
troopers that he had been drinking.

On November 14, Muskogee County District Judge Mike
Norman sentenced Alred to regular church attendance after
Alred pleaded guilty in August. In addition to mandatory church
attendance, Alred must wear an ankle bracelet that monitors
alcohol consumption, attend victim-impact panels and speak at
youth meetings regarding the consequences of drinking and
driving, graduate from high school, attend counseling, and un-
dergo regular drug and alcohol testing.

Alred’s church attendance will be monitored by the District
Attorney’s Office.

Dum’s family has expressed forgiveness toward Alred. One of
Dum’s sisters pleaded for leniency, telling the judge that there
was no sense in ruining two lives by sentencing Alred to prison.

Questions have arisen from law experts whether such a sen-
tence could stand in the face of a legal challenge because of
perceived “separation of church and state” rulings in the past.

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) issued a state-
ment through Ryan Kiesel, executive director of its Oklahoma
chapter:

“It’s my understanding that this judge has recom-
mended church in previous sentences, and I believe that
goes too far, as well,” said Kiesel. “This, however, actual-
ly making it a condition of a sentence, is a clear violation
of the Establishment Clause and the Free Exercise
Clause of the First Amendment.”

Alred and his family have no problems with the sentencing,
including church attendance. Alred is a regular church attend-
ee, so that part of the sentence should be no problem.

COMMENTARY
It’s always a blessing to learn of victims who forgive those

who have injured them. Certainly Alred’s closeness to the
Dum family was a factor in their forgiving him, as they have
undoubtedly been close. But it’s never easy to deal with the loss
of a loved one even at the hands of another loved one.

The question of the constitutionality of Judge Norman’s
sentencing Alred to church attendance is a legitimate one.
Many Christians would applaud Norman’s actions because
they believe that church attendance might lead to one’s salva-
tion and/or sanctification. But there are two sides to this coin.

Suppose a Muslim judge sentenced someone to attend
mosque services? Whether or not the person sentenced were a
Muslim, some of those same Christians would protest that the
government shouldn’t be promoting Islam.

Therein lies the rub for Christians in this nation that has
largely turned away from the faith of its first settlers. A secular
government should not take sides on religious issues. If that
doesn’t sit well with some Christians, consider what a Chris-
tian theocracy would be like. But first remember what the Holy
Roman Empire was like, as well as Calvin’s Geneva.

Governments founded on a particular religious philosophy
—even Christianity—tend toward tyranny. Secular governments
should respect all religious beliefs even if the core philosophy
of the government was originally predicated upon biblical
principles, as was the United States of America.

And that’s what makes it so difficult for true, born-again
believers in Jesus to hold public office. Although established
by God, all governments are under Satan’s domain during this
age. The natural tendency of all governments, religious or
secular, is to wage war against the true faith while often over-
looking the faults of other religions. An anti-Christ system
cannot be counted on to uphold biblical truth, although some
individuals within the system may be true believers.

This runs counter to the philosophy of Christian dominion-
ists who believe “the Church” is mandated to rule the nations
and to put down all rebellion, including paganism. But they
don’t understand that God allows individuals to follow any
religious or philosophical course they choose. It was only with-
in Israel and Judah that God demanded the destruction of all
pagan religions; He told Israel not to attack those outside their
borders regardless of their false religions.

And here’s a surprise: even during the Millennium the
nations will be allowed to worship their false gods.

For all people will walk, everyone, in the name of
his god, and we will walk in the name of YHWH our
God forever and ever.

“In that day,” says YHWH, “I will assemble her
[Israel] who limps, and I will gather her who is driven
out, and her whom I have afflicted. And I will make
her who limped a remnant, and her who was cast far
off a strong nation, and YHWH shall reign over them
in Mount Zion from now on, even forever.” (Mic 4:5-7)
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This Scripture is descriptive of the Millennial Age. If this

seems contrary to what you’ve been taught about the Millennial
Age, consider how it is that at the end of that age the nations
will be emboldened by Satan to rebel against the Lord.

It will be an age when the Lord will rule the nations with a
rod of iron from Jerusalem. God will ultimately judge all men.
In the first resurrection He will judge His saints according to
their works in relation to their faith in Him; in the second
resurrection He will judge the rest of mankind according to
their works in relation to their conscience, and whether those
works are “good” or “evil” by His standards for all the nations.

During this present age it is up to us, His disciples, to love
all men, and to serve Him by the leading of His Spirit, and in
accordance with His Word.

A sentence such as that received by Tyler Alred is to be
neither lamented nor praised, but accepted on the basis of
judicial authority according to this world system. Let’s not
confuse the world with the Kingdom of God.v

3.4% American adults
LGBT
A RECENT GALLUP SURVEY, said to be the largest ever to

calculate the nation’s LGBT population, reports that an
estimated 3.4% of American adults identify themselves as

lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. The findings, released Tues-
day, October 16, were based on interviews with 121,000 people.

The lead author of the report, Gary Gates of the UCLA
School of Law’s Williams Institute, stated, “Contemporary me-
dia often think of LGBT people as disproportionately white,
male, urban and pretty wealthy, but this data reveal that relative
to the general population, the LGBT population has a larger
proportion of non-white people and clearly is not overly wealthy.”

The survey reported that a larger percentage of young people,
ages 18-29, were more likely than their elders to identify as
LGBT. Young women in that age group were considerably more
likely to be in the LGBT group, 8.6% to 3.6% overall. A less
dramatic difference exists between younger men, 4.6% com-
pared to 3.3 percent of men overall.

Politically, 44% of LGBT adults identified as Democrats,
43% as independent and 13 % as Republican. 71% of LGBT
adults supported Barack Obama in the recent election com-
pared to 22% for Mitt Romney.

Contrary to generally perceived demographic representation
for the LGBT community, there is no significant difference in
the percentage of population according to geographic location:
3.7% in the East; 3.6% in the West; 3.4% in the Midwest; 3.2%
in the South.

The survey did not account for LGBT people who did not
want to reveal their sexual orientation.

COMMENTARY
It really comes as no surprise that the LGBT community is

such a small percentage of the overall population in the United
States. What is disconcerting is that such a small percentage has
been able to bully the general population into accepting their

sexual deviancy as normal, not only to be tolerated, but to be
celebrated and promoted within the mainstream media, govern-
ment, business and even churches. It cannot be denied that
there is a spiritual force behind this incredible ability to force
such a minority’s non-conformist sexual attitudes upon an
entire nation’s population.

When 75% of the American population identifies itself as
Christian (down considerably from even a decade ago), how is
it that they can be persuaded by so small a group to back down
and vote for “marriage equality” in four states this past election?
Obviously most are not true born-again believers in Christ.

That small pro-sodomite group has also waged such a suc-
cessful campaign of intimidation against those who oppose their
deviant inroads into the mores of the nation, that people are
reticent to express any views that might raise their ire for fear of
reprisals by employers and government.

Their campaign to seduce young people into their deviancy
is only slightly evident today with the differences revealed in
these statistics. As the LGBT adherents and supporters gain
more inroads into elementary schools and high schools, the
percentage of young recruits will grow to be even more alarming.

This is a major objective of their movement—to seduce youth
into sexual deviancy so they can attain even more power than
they possess today. There are a number of sexual deviancy
groups that are advocating for sex with minors. And there are
no government efforts to squelch such groups.

LGBT people are far more likely to engage in child sexual
abuse than heterosexuals. Heterosexuals account for about 66%
of all such abuse, while LGBT people account for some 33%.1

Considering that the LGBT community makes up only 3.4% of
the population, they are about 15 times more likely to abuse
children.

Pro-LGBT psychologists attempt to downplay these facts by
separating adult male-to-adult male offenders with adult male-
to-minor male offenders, suggesting that adult male-to-minor
male offenders are not really homosexuals because they do not
regularly have relationships with other males. But that merely
obfuscates the truth that male-to-male attraction regardless of
age is still a major scourge against children.

David Thorstad, a former president of New York's Gay
Activists Alliance and a founding member of the North Ameri-
can Man/Boy Love Association (NAMBLA) and of New York's
Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights (CLGR), has stated:

Boy-lovers were involved in the gay movement from
the beginning, and their presence was tolerated. Gay
youth groups encouraged adults to attend their dances.
Youth fought to be treated as equal participants in
struggle — not as a category of innocents in need of
special protection from homosexual seduction, as they
are usually regarded today. There was a mood of toler-
ance, even joy at discovering the myriad lifestyles with-
in the gay and lesbian subculture. "Love is a
many-gendered thing," read a banner at a 1971 gay
demonstration in Albany, the New York State capital.

1 Kurt Freund, M.D., D.Sc., Robin Watson, B.Sc., Douglas Rienzo, B.Sc.,
“Heterosexuality, Homosexuality, and Erotic Age Preference,” The Journal of Sex
Research, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp. 107-117, Feb. 1989.
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Still, the issue of sex between adults and minors rarely
arose.1

God’s Word tells us that it is a shame to even speak of the
things done in secret by the ungodly (Eph 5:12). It vexes me to
write these things, but the danger to the Body of Christ and to
children in general is too great to ignore them. So we don’t
speak of the things they do in secret, but we speak of what they
do openly. They openly work diligently to subvert truth, and
particularly God’s truth, when it comes to sexual deviancy
which He condemns as an abomination (Lev 18:22; 20:13).

One way in which they subvert this truth is to dismiss it as
addressing only forced rather than consensual sodomy, and
throwing up a smoke screen that there are many other sins
called “abominations” by God, such as lying and murder (Pr
6:16-19).

This is true, but murderers and liars have not organized to
establish their sins as acceptable, or to be celebrated and pro-
moted in society. And should it not be a clue that sexual
deviancy is equated with lying and murder as well as idolatry?

One thing Satan is adept at is calling good “evil,” and evil
“good.”

Now that the tide has turned and a number of states have
endorsed same-gender “marriage” through popular vote, the
domino effect will prevail, unless our God intervenes in some
way to spare this nation total degradation to the point where we
become enslaved either to a national dictatorship, or foreign
takeover.

Be assured, though, that God will not be mocked. Whatever
a man sows, that he will reap. This is no less true of nations than
it is of individuals.v

Yoga in some Calif.
public schools
THE ENCINITAS UNION School District in San Diego,

Calif., has accepted a $533,000 grant from a local yoga
studio to add Ashtanga yoga to its curriculum, prompt-

ing some parents to complain that the district schools are
teaching religion in the name of exercise. Attorney Dean
Broyles, president and chief counsel for the National Center for
Law & Policy, has said that school officials are confused about
Eastern mysticism.

“If this were a program letting children sit silently and
engage in Christian prayer, the district would never allow it,”
said Broyles.

In spite of the parents’ protests, school officials are remain-
ing firm in their decision to expand the program into four other
elementary schools in January. The grant for the yoga classes
came from the Jois Foundation, named after yoga teacher
Krishna Pattabhi Jois, whose devotees included Madonna and
Sting. Jois died in 2009 at age 93.

Eugene Ruffin, chief executive of Jois Yoga in Encinitas,
hopes the program will be adopted for schools throughout
California.

The school board has stated it will review the issue in
January when they hope preliminary data will show whether or
not yoga has been of benefit for children’s behavior and atten-
dance.

“Our only objective is to increase the wellness of our stu-
dents,” said school-board member Carol Skiljan, who is an
occasional yoga practitioner.

The KIPP Summit Academy, a public charter school in San
Lorenzo, Calif., has also adopted yoga as a means to instill better
study habits and a calmer demeanor among students. There the
yoga program is run by Katherine Priore, the founder of Head-
stand, “an innovative non-profit organization that brings stress
reduction techniques and yoga to youth in economically-disad-
vantaged communities.”

Says Priore, “I think the real benefit is learning a process for
internal listening.”

In response to critics, Priore says, “Yoga is simply a word to
define the connection between your mind, your emotions and
your physical wellbeing.”

Priore and other teachers claim that the vast majority of
students are realizing better study habits and a better feeling of
general wellbeing. As well, they claim that since adopting yoga
classes there has been a 60% decrease in suspensions and
increased test scores.

COMMENTARY
Is yoga merely an exercise program with no spiritual signifi-

cance?
As much as yoga proponents want us to believe that, the

truth is that yoga is one of six astika (“orthodox”) schools of
Hindu philosophy, and it is found in other eastern religions
including Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism.

There are purely physical exercises that can be performed;
that is hatha yoga. But because of its ties to Hinduism, even that
carries spiritual dangers. And the fact is that, as Priore reveals,
the yoga adopted by these schools goes beyond physical exercise
and touches the mind or soul of the students. That in itself
makes them of a spiritual or religious nature. One need not bow
down in worship to a false god in order to engage in religious
activities. Christian parents who truly love the Lord are deceived
into allowing their children to engage in pagan rituals, such as
Halloween, so they are easily led into allowing them to engage
in more overt pagan religious expressions such as yoga.

Suppose it could be proven that schooling in biblical truth
would promote grades and increase the wellness of children. Do
we suppose the school board would include Bible study in its
curriculum?

As a matter of fact, there are Christian meditative and
contemplative practices that parallel those of the yoga sutras.
These do not necessarily involve physical stress, but the same
calming effect as that of yoga is claimed by adherents to those
Christian meditative practices. Yet we can be sure that such
Christian mysticism would not be allowed in public schools
merely on the basis that they are tied to the Christian religion.

1 David Thorstad, “Man/Boy Love and the American Gay Movement,” Journal of
Homosexuality, Vol. 20, Issue 1-2, The Haworth Press, Inc., 1991, p. 253.
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I am not in favor of Christian meditative and contemplative

practices. I merely use them to illustrate the hypocritical nature
of the government school systems. We have written in the past of
how school curricula include Islamic prayer and practices, as well
as those of eastern religions, but any mention of the God of the
Bible or His Son, Jesus, are not only forbidden, they are punished.

Perhaps that’s the way it should be. The world is enmity
against the true God.

And herein is the lesson for Christians. Can we expect that
children from Christian homes who are sent into the godless
government schools will not be adversely affected by what they
encounter? Yoga is only one of many ungodly elements found
in the government schools. Teachings on evolution, aberrant
and deviant sexual behavior, atheism, globalism (including
anti-Americanism) and other “acceptable” perversions are well
known to permeate those schools.

If everyone who called themselves Christian removed their
children from the government school system, it would collapse.

Okay, the truth is that the government would most likely be
spurred to outlaw homeschooling and even private schools in
order to force children back into their indoctrination camps.
But at least there would be a line drawn, and perhaps—just
perhaps—the Lord would reward His people for taking a stand
for righteousness.

I guess we’ll never really know, will we?v

Mandatory AIDS
testing for everyone?
A PROPOSAL BY THE U.S. Preventive Services Task Force

seeks to impose testing for the HIV virus on nearly
everyone between the ages of 15 to 64. The task force is

an independent group operating under the auspices of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to advise the
federal government and physicians on preventive health measures.

In 2005 the task force suggested routine HIV screening only
for adolescents and adults at increased risk. But studies since
then suggest that the earlier the HIV virus is found, the better
the outcome for patients, even though AIDS is not curable.

About 50,000 new HIV infections are detected in the United
States each year. But because medications now allow HIV-infect-
ed people to live longer, the population of AIDS carriers is
expected to increase exponentially.

Mandatory testing for people at high risk for AIDS—sod-
omites and injected-drugs users—has been suggested as a means
to curtail the spread of the disease. But advocates for those
people at high risk have lobbied against it in the interest of
protecting the confidentiality of AIDS carriers.

Proponents of HIV testing for everyone between the ages of
15 and 64 justify such testing on the grounds that it will remove
the stigma associated with getting an HIV test. If everyone has
to have it done, then those most likely to contract AIDS don’t
have to be singled out.

Mandatory testing for everyone under this proposal would
be paid for by Medicare.

COMMENTARY
There you have it. People who engage in activities that carry

a high risk of contracting AIDS don’t want to be stigmatized. So
it is politically incorrect to mandate that they be tested. Rather,
in this irrational, ungodly and pretty stupid world, it’s better to
saddle a huge portion of the population with a mandate that
they be tested at enormous cost to an already nearly-bankrupt
Medicare system.

One must ask why there is such a stigma attached to testing
for AIDS, considering how openly proud sodomites are of their
risky lifestyle, and drug addicts are pretty much out of their minds.

God’s Word has a message for the former:

And likewise also, the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust toward one another
—men with men, doing that which is indecent, and
receiving within themselves the return of their error,
which was suitable. (Ro 1:27).

We don’t relish the idea that these poor people are suffering,
or at risk of suffering, from this terrible disease. We should have
compassion on all. But they have turned from the true God
toward lives of perversion and unnatural affections which carry
a penalty for the body. Salacious appetites carry consequences.

It’s a shame, to be sure. But why do such perverse acts evoke
such irrational sentiments from government authorities who
should know better?

The answer, of course, is that the world system is by nature
perverse. Man’s sin nature leaves him insane. That insanity is
reflected in such stupid reasoning as this that will lead to more
and more disease.

And how will the government be able to afford this manda-
tory testing-for-all? Well, anyone over 64 is already the target of
decreased medical benefits from Medicare as a result of Obama
Care. They can just redirect that money to pay for AIDS testing.

Are we one step closer to euthanasia for the elderly so that
younger perverts can spread their diseases? Why not? After all,
we don’t want them to feel bad about themselves.v

Obama as crucified
Christ goes on display
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED TO be displayed in 2009 after

Barack Obama’s first installation as resident of the
White House, artist Michael D’Antuono’s painting

depicting Obama as a crucified Christ was put on display for the
first time at the Bunker Hill Community College Art Gallery in
Boston, Mass., in November. It was scheduled to be on display
until Dec. 15.

The painting, entitled “Truth,” stirred protests when it was
originally scheduled to be displayed at New York City’s Union
Square, prompting D’Antuono to cancel his exhibit then.

D’Antuono told Fox News, “I always regretted canceling my
exhibit in New York because I feel my First Amendment rights
should override someone’s hurt feelings. We should celebrate

(Continued on page 12)
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FEMA
Youth
Corps
graduates first class
ON SEPTEMBER 13, the Federal Emergency Management

Agency (FEMA) welcomed 231 members into the first
ever FEMA Corps class after members finished their

first month of training with the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS). The stated purpose of the FEMA
Corps is to work in the field on disaster response and recovery.
The class received two weeks of further training in specific roles
at FEMA’s Center for Domestic Preparedness. According to
FEMA’s Web site, Corps members will “assist with disaster
preparedness, response, and recovery activities, providing sup-
port in areas ranging from working directly with disaster survi-
vors to supporting disaster recovering centers to sharing
valuable disaster preparedness and mitigation information with
the public.” FEMA Corps members, who range in age from 18
to 24, devote 10 months of their lives to FEMA to gain signifi-
cant training and experience in disaster services.

Earlier, on July 23, 2012, FEMA announced the formation
of its first Youth Preparedness Council, designed to support
“FEMA’s emphasis on and dedication to involving the whole
community in preparedness related activities.”

The ultimate objective of FEMA’s outreach to youth is to
engage children as young as 13 to influence their families and
communities in the federal government’s plans to prepare the
nation for all disaster scenarios, from earthquakes to civil unrest.

FEMA believes that Youth Preparedness “requires the col-
laboration and support of a variety of organizations and individ-
uals.” It lists as “Helpful Resources,” The Department of
Education; The American Red Cross; Risk Watch, and others
including community and faith-based organizations.

COMMENTARY
This seemingly benign effort on the part of the federal

government to ensure the safety of the nation through FEMA
has spurred some to conclude that it is merely a cover-up for a
grander design of a kind of Hitler youth movement to brain-
wash children into placing the good of the state above that of
the family and one’s faith in God. The question is, are these
fears justified, or are they merely expressions of paranoia?

As I searched for information on FEMA’s Youth Corps I
could not find a single major media story on the subject. It’s as
if the program doesn’t even exist. That in itself is reason for
suspicion. One would think that this would be national news of
the “good” kind.

Two fact-checking sites, Snopes and Truth or Fiction, dis-
miss the idea that there is any similarity between FEMA’s
temporary placement of youth in the program and the Hitler
youth movement.

Lacking any solid evidence to prove some nefarious designs
on the part of FEMA or the federal government in general, such
claims are at best speculation. But they are not necessarily the
product of paranoia. No government can be trusted to truly
place the welfare of its populous above the philosophical de-
signs of those in power. With that in mind, there is always good
reason to be suspicious of the government’s outreach to youth
who are easily propagandized and persuaded into working for
the government’s best interests above the interests of the popu-
lation at large—even the best interests of their families. Public
schools have for the past few decades encouraged students to
reveal family secrets under the guise of protecting children from
abuses at home, including the danger of firearm ownership.

Perhaps, too, the concern is largely attributable to Barack
Obama’s July 2, 2008, pledge to build “a national security force
that’s just as powerful, just as strong, just as well-funded [as the
U.S. Military] in order to achieve the national security objectives
that we’ve set.”

As part of that objective, Obama pledged to “expand Ameri-
Corps to 250,000 slots [from 75,000] and make that increased
service a vehicle to meet national goals, like providing health
care and education, saving our planet and restoring our stand-
ing in the world, so that citizens see their effort connected to a
common purpose.”

Obama’s speech prompted Rep. Paul Broun of Georgia to
suggest, “It may sound a bit crazy and off base, but the thing is,
he’s [Obama] the one who proposed this national security
force.… That’s exactly what Hitler did in Nazi Germany and it’s
exactly what the Soviet Union did.”

Broun later clarified his remarks by saying, “We can’t be
lulled into complacency. You have to remember that Adolf
Hitler was elected in a democratic Germany. I’m not comparing
him to Adolf Hitler. What I’m saying is there is the potential of
going down that road.”

Although criticized by some of his Republican colleagues in
the U.S. Senate, Broun insisted that “eternal vigilance is the
price of liberty.”

Obama spokesman Tommy Vietor said that Obama was
merely proposing a civilian reserve corps that could handle

NOT IN THE NEWS
THINGS THE MAINSTREAM MEDIA DON’T TELL US ABOUT
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postwar reconstruction efforts in foreign locations, such as for
the purpose of rebuilding infrastructure.

Vietor’s comments don’t really fit that of  “a national security
force that is just as powerful, just as strong, just as well-funded as
the U.S. military.” A national security force is just that—national,
not international.

What might a youth corps be used for? Perhaps to eventually
squeal on parents and other family members who might object
to the government’s intrusion into their personal lives? For gun
control? For the monitoring of philosophical and religious ideol-
ogies that differ from that of the Marxist-leaning government?
For population control?

Considering Obama’s well-documented Marxist philosophy
and history, there is legitimate cause for concern.

One thing we know for certain. The youth corps will not be
schooled in godliness and service to the Lord.

And secular service always carries the danger of anti-Christ
destructiveness.v

toward opposition to God’s Word. Barack Obama is being so
goaded. And without the Holy Spirit he cannot resist the
demonic influences of this world system. As long as he contin-
ues to resist God’s grace for salvation and sanctification, he is
bound by his unregenerate heart to act contrary to God’s
Word.

My concern is for Obama’s personal future. Truly he is an
unwitting pawn of the Evil One. He is not only without hope;
he is without help. Unless he falls on his knees in repentance
not only for his promotion of abortion and sexual deviancy,
but for his sins in general, I can say with certainty that there is
no future for him and his ilk.

Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of
the workers of iniquity, because they will soon be cut
down like the grass and wither like the green herb.

Trust in YHWH and do good, so you will dwell in
the land and truly you will be fed.

Delight yourself also in YHWH, and He will give
you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to
YHWH, and trust also in Him, and He will bring it to
pass, and HE will bring forth your righteousness as
the light, and your judgment as the noonday.

Rest in YHWH, and wait patiently for Him. Do
not fret because of him who prospers in his way,
because of the man who brings wicked devices to pass.

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath. Do not fret
yourself in any way to do evil.

For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait
upon YHWH, they shall inherit the earth. (Ps 37:1-9)

We will not inherit the earth during this age; we wait for
the age to come when the Lord Jesus will return to establish
His dominion over the nations which He will rule with a rod
of iron.

At that time all who have made themselves great in this
world will be cut off. They will quake in fear and call on the
rocks and mountains to hide them from the wrath of the
Lamb, which wrath will fall on them with total destruction.

In the meantime, let us seek the Lord’s strength through
His Holy Spirit to keep our souls with patience. Let us fear for
these men’s souls, and not be envious of the the gain they have
in this corrupt world. It is our responsibility to pray that they
will see the truth of God’s Word sufficiently to turn from their
evil ways and escape His wrath.

Let us not forget Barack Obama in those prayers. As a
professed Christian, the man is as pitiful as any sinner who
hasn’t understood the whole truth about the person he claims
to represent.

Unless he changes, he has no hope.v

Outgoing president of
Mexico a Harvard
fellow
FORMER PRESIDENT OF Mexico,

Felipe Calderon has been in-
stalled as a fellow at the Kenne-

dy School of Government at Harvard
University. He is the first participant
in a specially endowed fellowship for
government leaders leaving office.

According to The Associated Press,
Calderon will lecture, write, meet with
students and professors, and develop
case studies based on his six-year term in office.

COMMENTARY
Let me get this straight. The president of Mexico is going

to be lecturing American students on government. What kind
of government can he possibly convey to America’s youth that
would be better than what has been established in this country
(in spite of its having been corrupted by treasonous politicians)?

Perhaps we can learn how to bring a large portion of the
United States under drug cartel control. Or how about learn-
ing how to surrender our highways to bandits?

The man couldn’t bring his own nation to the brink of
sanity and he’s going to teach American students of govern-
ment?

Yes, I know this has nothing to do directly with the faith,
which is what Media Spotlight is all about. But I’ve found that
corrupt politics and Marxist ideology go hand-in-hand with
anti-Christ policies in government.

Things aren’t bad enough in this country; now we have to
learn from a non-American how to do government.

When does the insanity stop?v

NO CHANGE;
NO HOPE

(Continued from page 3)
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GodWinks
DOES GOD WORK THROUGH COINCIDENCE?

ARE ALL COINCIDENCES GOD’S WORK?
By Albert James Dager

THERE’S NO SUCH thing as coincidence. Or so says SQuire
Rushnell, author of the GodWinks series of bestselling
books meant to inspire and encourage (yes, it’s SQ).

Rushnell, who recently appeared on Fox News’s Huckabee,
hosted by former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee, posits
that what people experience in everyday life that seem like
coincidences are really God touching their lives. He is credited
with coining the term “GodWink,” which he defines as, “A
personal signal or message, directly from a higher power, usual-
ly, but not always, in the form of a coincidence.” The term has
entered modern English lexicography as, “An event or personal
experience, often identified as coincidence, so astonishing that
it is seen as a sign of divine intervention, especially when
perceived as the answer to a prayer.”

Rushnell’s book, When GOD Winks: How the Power of Coinci-
dence Guides Your Life, was first published in 2001 by Simon &
Schuster, but it has been receiving renewed interest recently
because of his latest sequel, Divine Alignment: How GodWink
Moments Guide Your Journey.

Divine Alignment follows Rushnell’s Couples Who Pray: The
Most Intimate Act Between a Man and a Woman (2011), co-au-
thored with his wife, comedienne and impersonator Louise
DuArt. Therein, Rushnell and DuArt encourage couples to pray
together, and to use Rick Warren’s 40-Day Prayer Challenge
found in Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life. To whom one
is to pray isn’t stated, other than mention of “God.”

Like Rushnell’s previous books on “GodWinks,” Divine
Alignment offers testimonies of people whose lives have been
influenced by coincidental events. “These seemingly random
events,” says the blurb of When GOD Winks, “are actually sign-
posts that can help you successfully navigate your career, relation-
ships, and interests. SQuire Rushnell shows us that by
recognizing our ‘God Winks,’ we can use the untapped power of
coincidence to vastly improve our lives.”

Divine Alignment is a new term Rushnell uses to express
“the principle that we are all connected by invisible threads—

godwink by godwink—on a
grand GPS, God’s Posi-
tioning System.”

Rushnell doesn’t define
exactly who God is accord-
ing to his personal theolo-
gy, although he credits men
like Norman Vincent Peale
and Charles Stanley for in-
spiration. However, it be-
comes evident that one’s
beliefs have no bearing on
how, or even if, “God
winks” at them.

For example, he cred-
its a “GodWink” for ar-
ranging Barbra Streisand’s
marriage to James Brolin.
Oprah Winfrey is just one

other among a number of famous people who have benefited
from “GodWinks,” including some whose professional roles
have been ungodly.

Amazingly, Rushnell credits a GodWink for his marriage to
DuArt. They originally met when they were married to different
spouses, and were very attracted to each other. When they next
met nearly 20 years later she was divorced and he was separated
from his wife.  They soon started dating, and the “GodWink”
was complete when they married after he divorced his wife.

Funny how “God” works, isn’t it?
But again, who is Rushnell’s “God”? He never names Him

or distinguishes Him from any other god. He just alludes to a
vague “higher power” as the source for our positive experiences
in life. Whenever someone mentions “a higher power” we may
be sure he isn’t speaking of the God of the Bible. The “higher
power” is more akin to the universal “Force” or “magnetism”
that is behind virtually all pagan religious concepts.

Rushnell evidently doesn’t consider negative coincidences as
“GodWinks.” To him, “an ‘unhappy godwink’ would be like an
‘unhappy smile.’” To consider negative coincidences as God-
Winks would mean having to sort out exactly who God is and how
He truly works in men’s lives. Thus, Rushnell asserts, “A God-
Wink is also a message of reassurance coming when you most
need it: when you’re at a crossroads in your life, and when instabil-
ity is all around. It might be said, in fact, that coincidences are the
best way for God to establish a perpetual presence in your life.”

Really? Are coincidences better than the Word of God? Are
they better than surrendering one’s life to the Father through
faith in His only-begotten Son?

“GodWinks” have nothing to do with faith in Jesus, and
everything to do with positive reinforcement of anyone’s partic-
ular philosophy regardless of religion. Thus one will not find
mention of Jesus as the only way to God in Rushnell’s books. In
fact, one will not find any significant mention of Jesus if at all
(the limited books I perused have no mention of Jesus, but I
haven’t read everything Rushnell has written). Yet it stands to
reason that Jesus would not be significant to Rushnell’s “God-
Wink” theory. Otherwise he would lose the vast majority of
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potential adherents. Better to stick with a generic “god.” Rush-
nell states:

If you were God and wanted to communicate with
human beings without using a human voice, how would
you do it?

You’d perform little miracles, wouldn’t you? You’d
create little miracles, like coincidences, that cause peo-
ple to say, ‘What are the odds of this ever happening?’
Those are GodWinks.

That may be the way Rushnell would do things if he were
God, but he cannot be trusted to tell us what God would do, or
how He would do it.

According to the “GodWinks” philosophy, coincidences in
life take precedent over God’s written Word. It also ignores the
truth that God  spoken to us through a human voice—the
voice of His Son who has shown us the way to eternal life. He has
also spoken to us through His written Word, the Bible.

It is not surprising that When GOD Winks carries endorse-
ments from Gary Smalley, Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale and Paul
Harvey, all of whom emphasize(d) the power of positive thinking
in their messages.

More telling is that Rushnell’s books are not only offered in
Christian bookstores and Internet Christian sources, but
through New Age sources as well.

Rushnell’s god is so vague that it finds favor on beliefnet.com.
There a person may be guided into any religious philosophy that
meets one’s personal proclivities. On a single page one may find
links to Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Catholicism,
Hinduism, and more. One may also click a link to find Rush-
nell’s Godwink Stories videos on Beliefnet where one will find a
short video of Rushnell telling a “GodWink” story, after which
he encourages the viewer to send their “GodWink” story to him.

What a perfect way to get material for another book without
having to work for it.

The New Age MindBodyGreen (MBG) Web site features an
October 1, 2009, interview with Rushnell in which MBG asked,
“You’ve had the opportunity to meet some incredible people -
has one person been particularly inspiring? Is there someone you
haven’t met but would love to meet?”

Rushnell’s answer:

I look forward to conversations on earth with Warren
Buffett, Stephen Jobs, and Tiger Woods. In heaven, I
hope we can host a dinner party with Mother Teresa,
Ben Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and Jesus.

How did Jesus end up last on the list? Is this not blasphemy
to bring Son of God down to the level of mere men?

Another New Age site, Wellness Connection, features When
GOD Winks among several books on yoga and New Age meditation.

Is it a GodWink (or coincidence) that there is another book
by the same title as Rushnell’s new book, Divine Alignment,
written by Guru Prem Singh Khalsa, which is a manual on how
to do Kundalini Yoga correctly? (Both Rushnell’s and Khalsa’s
books are advertised side-by-side on some New Age Web sites.)
Or that there is a New Age Web site by the name of “Divine
Alignment” for Yogi Bhajan?

If Rushnell’s premise that all coincidences are messages
from God, then what are we to think of these coincidences?
Evidently they are not “unhappy GodWinks” considering the
fact that Rushnell is happy to give them positive interviews.

The lack of discernment among Christian leaders who
endorse and promote Rushnell’s philosophy is disturbing. As a
lay minister at House On The Vineyard in Edgartown, Mass.,
he often speaks at churches and has been interviewed by well-
known Christians, including as a guest on Pat Robertson’s The
700 Club featured on the Christian Broadcasting Network
(CBN). His wife Louise DuArt  is a Women of Faith speaker.

Rushnell was also a featured speaker at an inter-religious
dialogue sponsored by the First Congregational Church of
Woodbury, Connecticut, begun in 2005. The purpose of the
dialogue is to “bridge discussions between the three faith
communities” (Christianity, Judaism and Islam). The Adviser
was Cynthia Woolever of Hartford Seminary, which offers a
certified Islamic chaplaincy program that prepares Muslims to
enter the chaplaincy field.

Do you see where this is leading?
I can’t speak to the condition of people’s hearts, such as Pat

Robertson or Mike Huckabee, et al. In some cases it isn’t a
desire to subvert the truth as much as it is naïveté or clueless-
ness that causes otherwise intelligent Christians to get sucked
into the morass of deceit. Satan is clever in his ability to
disguise his lies among much truth, or to lull people into
deception by using attractive gimmicks such as DuArt’s admit-
tedly talented comedic presence to set up the audience to hear
her husband’s false teachings. Comedy and music are often
used as hooks to throw people off guard to the deceptions they
are about to hear.

IS ANY OF IT TRUE?
Is there any truth to the idea that coincidences in life are

messages from God meant to guide us in our dreams and
aspirations? That may depend on what one’s dreams and aspira-
tions are. Did Adolf Hitler experience any “GodWinks”? How
about Josef Stalin, or Idi Amin? Did “GodWinks” play a part in
Jim Jones leading his People’s Temple devotees to Guyana?

I’m not saying God doesn’t lead us through circumstances
at times, but we are not to be led by circumstances; we are to
be led by His Word. It is a sign of spiritual maturity to know
when and how the Lord is leading us.

I can attest to His using coincidences in my life on occa-
sion, but if I came to depend on coincidences to guide me I
would quickly find myself led astray. There have been times in
my past when coincidences beyond what one could call normal
led me into areas I would have been better off avoiding.

And therein lies the basic problem with the entire concept
of “GodWinks.” Satan and his minions can create circum-
stances in people’s lives which can lead them away from the
true God. The “coincidence” of reading Rushnell’s books
could well be such a leading from God’s enemies. A clue may
rest in this promo for When GOD Winks: “It is not by accident
that you just picked up When GOD Winks.”

Really. Maybe it’s no accident that Christians are so easily
hoodwinked.v
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Obama as Christ
(Continued from page 7)

the fact that we live in a country where we are given the freedom
to express ourselves. The crucifixion of the president was meant
metaphorically. My intent was not to compare him to Jesus.”

D’Antuono blamed the “right wing media” for the protests,
accusing it of “trying to promote the idea that liberals believe
the president to literally be our savior. But I accepted that it is
their right to express themselves and hope that they now see it
in their hearts to afford me the same right.”

COMMENTARY
We reported on D’Antuono’s first attempt to display this

painting. At that time, as now, we were concerned that Barack
Obama had no comment denouncing the painting as blasphe-
mous, or at least inappropriate. That would take some humility,
of course, and it seems only right to see if he will make such a
statement this time.

With that in mind, we sent an e-mail to Obama via the
White House blog requesting that he make a public statement
requesting that the painting be removed from display at the
Bunker Hill Community College Art Gallery, and not displayed
elsewhere, on the basis that his depiction as our Savior is highly
inappropriate and may be classified as blasphemy.

Chances are he will never see our e-mail, but perhaps some
underling would convey the message to him. Inasmuch as
Obama has stated there must be no future for those who
blaspheme Islam’s prophet, it seems only reasonable that he
would, without even being asked, make such a request on his
own.

You think?v

Jail for holding Bible
study in home?
IN JULY, MICHAEL Salman of Phoenix, Ariz., was sentenced

to two months in jail and ordered to pay more than $12,000
in fines for violating city building codes by hosting weekly

religious meetings in his home. The conflict between Salman
and the city had been going on for almost five years. In 2009
police and city inspectors raided their home.

“We want to stand for not only our beliefs but for every
believer in Phoenix that wants to host a Bible study in their
home, that they can do it without fear of the city coming in and

saying, ‘No, this is no longer just your home. This needs to
become a church,’” said Salman’s wife Suzanne.

Salman asserts that hosting weekly Bible studies in his home
is no different from hosting weekly poker games. But Arizona
courts have consistently ruled that he was running a church out
of a private dwelling, and that the city did not violate his
constitutional rights to religious freedom.

Salman’s case was taken up by The Rutherford Institute
which argued that his constitutional rights were being violated.

“You might think it might happen in some place like Iran,
or in some of the countries around the world that are regimes,
but happening in the United States in my opinion is so shock-
ing; it’s beyond belief,” said Rutherford Institute spokesman
John Whitehead.

Michael Salman is an ordained pastor of Church of God in
Christ, and founder of Harvest Christian Fellowship. His argu-
ment that he has the right to worship at home on his private
property was countered by the City of Phoenix which insisted
that the issue is about zoning and code violations, not religious
freedom.

The dispute centers on whether or not a 2,000 square foot
building Salman had constructed in his backyard is a church
edifice. The building has a pulpit and chairs. The prosecutor’s
office said Salman was given a building permit to convert a
garage into a “game room,” not a church building. After police
armed with a search warrant raided Salman’s property they
alleged that they had found 67 code violations including not
having exit signs over the doors, handicap ramps, and handicap
parking spaces.

“I’m glad that I’m not going to jail because I’m a criminal
like a thief or a murderer, said Salman, but that I’m a criminal
because I’m a Christian.…I am blessed and honored to do this
for Christ because my heart is right and because my wife’s heart
is right.”

COMMENTARY
It should come as no surprise that conflict from the world

would come to believers in Christ. There have been rumblings
from city councils and mayors over the years concerning the
gathering of believers in homes. Might this be another case of
non-believers attempting to thwart the rights of Christians to
freely gather for Bible study and prayer?

Things are not always as they seem, it seems. After perusing
court records, we’ve come to understand a few things that are
not being fully reported. According to records in the United
States District Court for the District of Arizona filed in the
Salmans’ suit against the City of Phoenix to dismiss the charges
against them, we find the following facts:

The Salmans purchased their present home in 2005 and
sometime later began to invite neighbors in for Bible studies
and prayer. Some neighbors grew concerned about the use of
the Salmans’ home for religious activities, and this was conveyed
to the Salmans by City Councilman Claude Mattox. Meeting
with Mattox and some neighbors, the Salmans were informed
that pursuant to city ordinances and codes, religious activity
within a residence is considered “Church Use,” which would
not be permitted without proper permits.



13

MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • WINTER 2012
In May, 2007, the Salmans applied for a permit to construct

a building that they could use for Bible study and prayer. After
Mattox moved for a change in parking requirements for places
of worship in December 2007, the Salmans’ withdrew their
application. In November 2008, they filed for a building permit
to erect a structure in their backyard. After assurance by the
Salmans that the building “would not be used for a public place
of worship,” a permit was issued in 2009 for a “game room,”
and the 2,000 square-foot building was put up.

Each week some 40 or 50 people whom the Salmans alleged
were “family and friends” met for Bible study or worship.

On June 11, 2009, pursuant to a search warrant, Phoenix
police entered and searched the Salmans’ home. During the
search, one of the police officers, Oscar Cortez, saw a sign lying
face-down in the front yard. The sign said, “Christian Worship,
Sunday 10:00 AM, Wednesday 7:00 PM.”

Okay, so why should Christians, or any other religion, not
have the right to gather in their homes for Bible study and
prayer? As long as they are not functioning under the laws as a
registered “church,” in order to receive tax breaks and other
benefits accorded institutional churches by residents, their gath-
erings should be no more subject to government interference
than any other social gathering. In truth, the world would rather
people met to booze it up every week than to praise God.

Yet if duly constituted government (which we acknowledge
exists at the behest of God in the first place) wants to impose
unreasonable restrictions and even persecution on believers in
Jesus, what should our reaction be?

One thing we must not do is lie to the government in order
to sidestep zoning laws. If that means we must meet in secret or
under the cover of night out in a field someplace, then that is
what we must do. If someone whose ministerial credentials are
recognized by the state wishes to conduct church services under
the guise of “Bible studies” he is violating the trust that the state
has placed in his credentials. He has a number of benefits
granted to him by the state on behalf of those credentials to
begin with.

We can’t judge the Salmans as purposely deceitful. They
probably believed they were truly serving the Lord through their
obfuscation of their intentions when they applied for the per-
mit. They were trying to find a way around the law. But by not
being fully truthful, they attempted to sidestep the zoning
requirements for something more than a personal “game room”
which the government would reasonably expect to be used
sporadically for family entertainment. To exacerbate the prob-
lem, they were placing signs on their property inviting the
public to join them in their deception.

What kind of testimony is that? Would it not be far better
to suffer for righteousness’ sake than to be convicted as a
criminal, even for something as minor as violating zoning laws
(1 Pe 2:20)?

The fault lies in the wishy-washy attitude of believers toward
the world. On one hand they want to be friends with the world;
on the other hand they think they are better than others when
it comes to obeying the laws of the world.

In the process they offend not only their neighbors, but the
Lord.v

Christian actor at
crossroads
ANGUS T. JONES, the “half” character in Warner Bros.

TV’s Two and a Half Men which airs on CBS, confesses
faith in Jesus Christ, bringing to the forefront the

question of whether or not a publicly-professing Christian can
remain acting in a production
that is at its core morally cor-
rupt.

A video of Jones (19) tell-
ing people not to watch the
show is making the rounds on
the Internet and causing not
a small stir.

In a YouTube video of his
testimony, Jones tells people
not to watch the show in
which he still appears:

Two and a Half Men—if you watch Two and a Half
Men, please stop watching Two and a Half Men. I’m on
Two and a Half Men; I don’t want to be on it. Please
stop watching it. Please stop filling your head with filth.

Please, its, you know, people say it’s just “entertain-
ment.” The fact that it’s entertainment—do some re-
search on the effects of television and your brain, and
I promise you you’ll have a decision to make when it
comes to television, and, especially with what you
watch on television. It’s bad news. It’s bad news. So
that’s coming—I don’t know if it means any more
coming from me, but you might not have heard it
otherwise. So watch out. Watch out, ’cause a lot of
people don’t like to think about how deceptive the
enemy is. It’s way—he’s been doing this a lot longer
than any of us have been around, so we can’t play
around. There’s no playing around when it comes to
eternity.

Jones has played the part of Jake Harper since he was 10
years old. The show, now in its tenth season, had the Harper
character joining the Army at the end of season 9, and his
appearance since then has been very limited.

Although Jones has stated that he doesn’t want to be on the
show anymore, it was reported in an E! news article that Jones
plans to remain until the end of the current season, and will
most likely not return should CBS order another season. Rolling
Stone states that the show’s creator, Chuck Lorre, is said to be
furious with Jones. Although Jones has offered to finish out his
contract, which pays him about $350,000 per episode, it’s
unclear if he’ll be allowed to do so as conversations about his
future role on the show are being held.

COMMENTARY
In the YouTube video Jones doesn’t state exactly what

caused him to come to Christ, but that because he had friends
who attended church services regularly he began to search for a

ANGUS T. JONES in 2011
Wiki Commons
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church to help him with his new-found faith. After checking out
a number of churches, he felt he wanted to find a church of
mainly black Christians. He finally settled on a Seventh-day
Adventist church, and has been attending there since then.

Bill O’Reilly of Fox Television’s The O’Reilly Factor, has
applauded Jones for his courage in coming out about his faith.
Jones’ remaining with Two and a Half Men caused O’Reilly to
exhibit some consternation, but O’Reilly concluded that the
program’s problem revolves around what he calls “double
entendre”—dialogue which may or may not be interpreted to
have sexual connotations. But Two and a Half Men’s dialogue is
not double entendre. It is a continuous running stream of
sexually explicit dialogue combined with lesser sexually sugges-
tive, amoral and immoral language, as well as constant scenes of
sexually immoral activities. It is among the most amoral pro-
grams on television.

So what are we to make of Angus Jones’ testimony of finding
Christ? In light of God’s Word that tells us that we must honor
our word, should Jones remain with the program even while he
recognizes it as “filth”? Or should he not honor his word and
just let the chips fall where they may?

No doubt there are believers in Christ who would take
either side. Some might point to Jephthah who vowed that he
would sacrifice the first thing that met him as he returned home
from warring against Ammon. Jephthah no doubt thought that
one of his animals would be the first thing he saw, but it turned
out to be his daughter. As much as it pained him to do so,
Jephthah honored his vow and sacrificed his daughter.

Jones’ plight is not nearly as dire as was Jephthah’s, but it is
somewhat similar. What, then should be done?

This is one of those situations that require wisdom from
God. One’s conscience must be considered, but I believe there
are ways to approach this that could both honor God and one’s
contract entered into prior to coming to Christ.

Let us look at this as if we were in a similar situation
ourselves. First, we should approach those with whom we’ve
made the contract and appeal to them to release us from its
obligations. If that fails, we could then make an offer to return
any portion of what we’ve received from them if they will break
the contract. Failing that, we stand before the Lord in good
conscience, choosing not to continue to promote ungodliness
by our presence, and allow the other party to do to us whatever
he chooses to do. We submit entirely to the Lord’s decision of
how He chooses to deal with us for breaking the contract, which
we would confess to him as contrary to His Word, but of the
lesser of the two evils.

But what about Jephthah? Shouldn’t Jones honor his word
as much as did Jephthah?

I see a couple of distinctions: 1) Jephthah’s vow was directly
to God; Jones’ contract is with men, entered into when he was
an unbeliever, only ten years of age; 2) It is not recorded that
Jephthah appealed to God for release from his vow, promising
to suffer whatever the Lord would put upon him. Had he done
so, I believe the Lord would have treated him much as He did
David when he sinned. He might have laid a burden of some
sort on Jephthah as a lesson not to make vows so foolishly, but

He may well have spared Jephthah’s daughter, simply because
the life of an innocent person is precious to Him. But, again,
Jephthah allowed the law to rule him rather than seek the mercy
of God. Sadly, no one among his people counseled him to do
anything other than sacrifice his daughter.

It would be good for us to pray for Angus Jones. As a new
believer he faces many quandaries as he grows in Christ, not the
least of which may be where and with whom he fellowships and
learns God’s Word. Perhaps we might ask the Lord to put it on
the hearts of the show’s producers to release him as a liability to
their financial welfare.

Perhaps we should pray for them as well.v

Calif. bans “gay-
change” therapy
THE CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE passed a law in October

prohibiting mental-health professionals such as psychia-
trists, psychologists, social workers, and family counsel-

ors from using “sexual-orientation change efforts” on clients
younger than 18. The law was signed by the state’s governor,
Jerry Brown. Lawyers for those who support what is called
“reparative therapy” filed suit in federal court to block the ban
on the grounds that it violates the First Amendment. On
December 4, U.S. District Judge Kimberly Mueller in Sacramen-
to ruled that the Legislature and the governor had sufficient
grounds to enact the law, inasmuch as several mental-health
groups, including the American Psychological Association have
discredited the therapy.

The state had argued that the ban should be kept because it
protects young people from a practice that seeks to change an
individual’s sexual orientation rather than regard homosexuali-
ty as “a healthy part of the human experience.”

COMMENTARY
Psychoanalysis and psychotherapy are evils within them-

selves, particularly as they have invaded the churches under the
guise of “Christian psychology.” Believers in Jesus know the
power of God to change lives, and we desire to see people turn
to Him for forgiveness of sin and deliverance from such evils.
But this story reveals how far American society has gone in
protecting the sin of sodomy. California (and no doubt other
states will follow) doesn’t want sodomites to be delivered from
their aberrant sexual attractions. That really isn’t so surprising
considering how far to the left the state has gone.

But what about public schools and other social services that
see no problem with guiding children into experimenting with
their sexuality by neutralizing the stigma of sodomy and in some
cases encouraging children to consider it as a viable alternative
orientation? We are told that sodomites cannot be changed.
They were born that way and we should leave them alone; we
should encourage them in their lifestyle. Yet while sodomites
cannot be changed to being “straight,” somehow “straight”
people can be changed into homosexuals.

Is it possible that there is a hidden agenda behind all this?
Foolish me to think so.v
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THE DAY OF YAHWEH: A
Biblical Eschatology with a
Study on the Book of Revela-
tion
Albert James Dager - 360 pages

The result of 25 years of research
into biblical prophecy and human his-
tory. Readers will be startled and perhaps
even dismayed to find that their eschatol-
ogy, based on the teachings of trusted
“experts” in the field of last-days teach-
ings, has been largely misguided.

Subjects of debate among Christians
of varying persuasions are finally able to
be settled.

The answers to many questions are
often contrary to what you may have
learned.

B-1109 paperback    $18 - 1 lb.

THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT: A Great Delusion
Leading to the Religio-Political
State of the Anti-Christ
Albert James Dager - 233 pages

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is being
compromised as we learn that it is no
longer proper to proclaim Jesus Christ as
Savior unless done so within the context
of the world’s pagan religions. We are told
that God speaks through Buddha, Moham-
med, Confucius and other “holy men.”

Major Christian voices are sounding
this siren song of compromise and denial
of Christ. Will you recognize the decep-
tion in your church? This book offers the
only information available on the World
Christian Movement–an important subject

B-1055   Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? Why Do You
Believe It?
Albert James Dager - 102 pages

What we believe, whether a religious or secular
philosophy, impacts our lives. What you believe is
important not only to you, but to those whom you
influence in life. Yet most people cannot offer empir-
ical evidence for their beliefs, resting rather on
emotion and their upbringing. Can you give a rea-
soned explanation for why you believe what you
believe? Can you say for a certainty that your beliefs
are superior to all others? You may accept or reject
what the author says, but at least you will be able to
assess your own beliefs as true or false.
B-1075   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb.

WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
Albert James Dager - 110 pages

Jesus proclaimed what He called “the Gospel of
the Kingdom.” He then commissioned His disciples
to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel of
the Kingdom to all the nations. But even from the
beginning there have been false gospels proclaimed
by those claiming to be messengers of God. Today
we are witnessing a great apostasy based largely on
institutional traditions. Many false gospels emanating
from pulpits, radio, and television–even many that
seem to glorify Jesus–differ from the Gospel pro-
claimed by Jesus. This book points the reader back to
Scripture to discover the original Gospel.
B-1081        Paperback  $8 - 1 lb.

THE HOUSE ASSEMBLY: Recapturing
the First-Century Model For The Gath-
ering of the Saints
Albert James Dager - 221 pages

Many Christians are experiencing the inevitable
results of religious institutionalism: denominational
traditions; abusive pastors; false teachings; anecdotal
sermons; favoritism and other unscriptural teachings
and practices. This book is a guide for those desiring
to start a house assembly after the pattern of the
first-century ekklesia. Includes examples of the
author’s experiences in the house assembly, as well
as biblical models for elders, teaching, fellowship and
other aspects of gathering in love.
B-1074   Paperback     $12 - 1 lb.

VENGEANCE IS OURS:
The Church in Dominion
Albert James Dager - 283 pages

A militancy is stirring in the breasts of some
Christians desirous to “take dominion over the earth.”
A call for vengeance on God’s enemies and a restruc-
turing of society under God’s Law is being heard.

But is it the Christian’s responsibility to take
control of society and reconstruct it in accordance with
God’s Law?’

Vengeance Is Ours is the only book that analyzes
the various forms of dominion theology, from Mani-
fested Sons of God to Christian Reconstruction.

B-1001   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb

Books From Sword Publishers
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PREYING ON OUR CHILDREN
Dusty Peterson  171 pages

Sexual abuse of children is more
prevalent in all denominations than is
realized by most. This book exposes
the degree of abuse and how it is
growing, while offering scriptural
advice on how to avoid it for your
children. A must read.
B-1105 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
D.R. McConnell  225 pages

An exposé of the word-faith move-
ment from a theology instructor at Oral
Roberts University, Traces the origins
of word-faith from E.W. Kenyon’s
science-of-mind connections to the
plagiarism of Kenneth Hagin and
beyond.
B-1005 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING
Bill Randles  209 pages

A Pentecostal pastor looks at the
Toronto Blessing. Read why the author
believes that this current “Renewal” is
actually a judgment from God, and
possibly the great delusion spoken of
in 2 Thessalonians 2!

B-1008 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

BEWARE THE NEW PROPHETS
Bill Randles  132 pages

Randles has touched on a subject
of great importance: the re-emergence
of the Latter Rain Movement with its
aberrant theology and careless escha-
tology. Will help the uninformed as
well as those already aware of this
deception to understand its threat.
B-1043 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

A WONDERFUL DECEPTION: The
Further New Age Implications of
the Emerging Purpose Driven
Movement
Warren Smith  229 pages

A former New Ager reveals how
Christian leaders, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, are guiding followers into
spiritual deceptions.
B-1099 Paperback $15  - 1 lb.

YOGA & THE BODY OF CHRIST
Dave Hunt   170 pages

Yoga is revolutionizing the fitness
movement and extending its reach
directly in the churches and lifestyles
of Christians. Every Christian should
be informed about the true origins and
effects of yoga and its ungodly roots in
Kundalini “serpent power.”
B-1096 Paperback $9 - 1 lb.

THE POWER ELITE AND THE
SECRET NAZI PLAN
D. L. Cuddy, Ph.D. 169 pages

While the world celebrated the
defeat of Hitler’s Germany, his second-
in-command secreted billions of dollars
in foreign banks to finance the spread
of global socialism. Startling facts that
shed light in many dark areas.
B-1107 Paperback $13 - 1 lb.

A FALSE DOCTRINE OF SUBTLE
PURPOSE
Albert James Dager - 106 pages

Thousands of churches and tens of
thousands of pastors are being strongly
influenced by the writings of Rick
Warren. But are Warren’s teachings truly
biblical? This book reveals many of War-
ren’s unscriptural teachings.
B-1080      Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.

THE FLEECING OF CHRISTIANITY
Jackie Alnor  221 pages

A look at the shadowy world of
the TBN dynasty. The author reveals
some personal secrets of Christian
media “stars,” but she tries to keep the
polemic down. We don’t agree entirely
with her eschatology, but this book is
worth the read.
B-1100 Paperback $12 - 2 lbs.

MORMONISM
Kurt Van Gorden  94 pages

With its emphasis on family values
and conservative ethics, Mormonism is
being given by Christian leaders much
credibility as a valid expression of
biblical faith. Peel back the facade and
you will find a heretical cult with roots
in immorality, racism and violence.
B-1108 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

NEW PSYCHOHERESY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   468 pages
Revised & expanded from 259 pages

This greatly expanded edition
offers almost twice as much in new
evidence on the fallacies of psycholog-
ical counseling and psychotherapy.
From experts on the field of psychol-
ogy and its inroads into the churches.
B-1011 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

CRI GUILTY OF PSYCHOHERESY?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   144 pages

A response to Bob and Gretchen
Passantino’s series on psychology in
Christian Research Institute’s Christian
Research Journal. The authors charge
the Passantinos and CRI with psy-
choheresy–the integration of psycho-
logical theory with Scripture.
B-1028 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

PERSON-TO-PERSON MINISTY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   250 pages

Reveals the innate sinfulness of
problem-centered counseling; shows
how it leads Christians into feeding the
flesh and quenching the Spirit. Gives
reasons why Christians must abandon
the problem-centered approach in favor
of becoming Christ-centered.
B-1097 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

HYPNOSIS: Medical, Scientific, or
Occultic?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   142 pages

Hypnosis induces an altered state
of consciousness no different from
shamanic states of consciousness.
Although passed off as scientific, and
even medical, hypnosis is at its core
occultic and potentially lethal.
B-1085 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

Books From Other Publishers

THE DAY OF ISLAM: The Annihila-
tion of America and the Western
World
Paul L. Williams  288 pages

Not a Christian book, but every
Christian should read it. One caveat:
you’ll wish you hadn’t. This book will
spur many Christians to get serious
about their walk and their prayer life.
B-1090 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

THE TORCH OF THE TESTIMONY
John W. Kennedy 251 pages

A 2,000-year history of the Chris-
tians and churches that have stood
outside the Catholic-Protestant tradition.
Originally published in India in 1964;
little known in the West. We don’t
recommend some of this publisher’s
other items, but this is a gem.
B-1022 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

THE PILGRIM CHURH
E. H.Broadbent  448 pages

The real story of the faith is not
the one recorded in secular or religious
history, which has largely been tainted
by Roman Catholic influences. This
classic will trill you with stories of
unknown heroes of the faith who have
stood firm for God’s truth. Wonderful.
B-1053 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

CHRIST-CENTERED MINISTRY vs.
PROBLEM-CENTERED COUNSEL-
ING: A Radical Proposal
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   134 pages

A call to overthrow intimidation
from the psychological and biblical
counseling movements, and to free
believers to minister to fellow believers
in a biblical manner.
B-1103 Paperback           $10 - 1 lb.

STOP COUNSELING!  START
MIINISTERING!
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   325 pages

Why Christians should be opposed
to all forms of counseling. Reveals how
counseling, which is problem-centered,
involves sinful conversations. Offers
ways to equip those in need to live a
biblical life.
B-1102 Paperback    $16 - 2 lbs.

12 STEPS TO DESTRUCTION
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   247 pages

Exposes the codependency/recovery
heresies that have affected the churches
through “Christian” psychology. Written
for those who are suffering from the trials
of life and for those who want to help
them. Also for both those currently or
formerly in 12-step recovery programs.
B-1014 Paperback      $12 - 1 lb.

NEW 101 HYMN STORIES: The
Inspiring True Stories Behind 101
Favorite Hymns
Kenneth W. Osbeck     288 pages

Uplifting, encouraging accounts
of many who wrote songs of praise and
worship in circumstances that severely
tested their faith—songs that find no
equal in modern Christian music.
B-1106 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.
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Books From Other Publishers

HOMEGROWN JIHAD: Terrorist
Camps Around the U.S.
PRB Films   105 Minutes

The explosive documentary with
never-before-seen footage of terrorist
compounds in the U.S. under the lead-
ership of radical Pakistani cleric Sheikh
Mubarak Gilani. “Soldiers of Allah” are
being trained to wage war in the U.S.
DVD-2029   $15 - 1 lb.

THE GREAT APOSTASY: the Lost
Sign
The Christian Sentinel 90 Minutes

Somewhat amateurish, but dyna-
mite expose of charismania at its worst.
A wake-up call, and a show-and-tell
demonstration of the unclean spirit of
anti-Christ in our midst.

DVD-2019   $20 - 1 lb.

CROSSING THE LINE: The Inti-
fada Comes to Campus
Imagination Productions 40 Minutes

Shows how the Mideast conflict
is evoking deep anti-Jewish sentiments
among college professors and students.
Reveals financial ties between Middle
East Studies programs and Arab states’
proliferation of anti-Semitism.
DVD-2030    $20 - 1 lb.

TERRORISM: The New War on
Freedom
Jeremiah Films  50 Minutes

Tells the truth about the violent
nature of Islam. Hatred of everything non-
Islamic is fundamental to that religion,
not just to the “radical” elements. This
video offers strong documentation of the
anti-Christ, anti-Jewish agenda of Islam.
DVD-2023   $24  - 1 lb.

THE THIRD JIHAD:
Radical Islam’s Vision for America
The Clarion Fund 72 Minutes

Banned by the NYPD under
pressure from “moderate” Islamic
organizations in America. Indicts the
media and government for keeping
us in the dark. Well documented,
and most important.
DVD- 2032     $15 - 1 lb.

Order Form

PLEASE SEND ORDER TO:
SWORD PUBLISHERS

PO BOX 640
SEQUIM, WA 98382-4310

(360) 477-4180
www.swordpublishers.com

INTERNATIONAL POSTAGE RATES
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1-4 LBS. $13.00
 OTHER INTERNATIONAL
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DVDs

EARTH’S EARLIEST AGES
G.H. Pember       332 pages

This is a 19th-century classic that
addresses the pre-Adamic theory and
the early history of Satan, and offers a
biblical account of the Fall of Man and
the Flood eras, and modern distortions
of the texts and contexts of both. It is
considered controversial by some.
B-1104 Paperback    $12 - 2 lbs.

MASONIC & OCCULT SYMBOLS
ILLUSTRATED
Dr. Cathy Burns  543 pages

A researcher into the New Age,
Freemasonry, and the occult uncovers
the hidden meanings behind symbols
that we see around us every day: logos,
hand signals, illustrations, etc.

A handy reference for researchers.
B-1026 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

WHILE THE EARTH ENDURES:
Creation, Cosmology and Climate
Change
Philip Foster  238 pages

Challenges the myth of man-caused
global warming, trusting God’s Word
that, as long as the earth endures, it will
provide for man’s sustenance. Also
challenges some Christian traditions.
B-1098 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

OBSESSION:
Radical Islam’s War Against the West
The Clarion Fund     60 Minutes

Does Western Civilization have
much time left? Unique footage from
Arab television reveals a plan to destroy
the West and entrench Islam over the
entire world. A warfare we are not
allowed to know about.
DVD-2031        $15 - 1 lb.
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By Albert James Dager

ONCE WE GET past the evolution propaganda, Mankind:
The Story of All of Us, becomes an informative and
entertaining look into the history of mankind. The

six-part, 12-hour series which premiered on the History Chan-
nel in November, reenacts major historical events that have
shaped the world in which we live. As well-done as it is, some
aspects of it are problematic. Specifically, it skews history in an
obvious attempt to be politically correct when it comes to the
conflict between Christianity and Islam.

After the collapse of the Roman Empire, we learn, two
major forces come into prominence: the Vikings and Islam. The
Vikings are dealt with somewhat cursorily, and their pagan roots
are established. Islam, on the other hand, receives considerable
treatment, most of it favorable. We are told that the Spanish city
of Cordoba, became “a beacon of tolerance and learning.” How
it became a center of Islamic influence is not really stated, other
than it happened as a result of Islam “spreading” into Western
Europe and Spain. The truth is that Cordoba was conquered by
Islam during the Middle Ages to become the capital of an
Islamic caliphate. But the producers saw no need to dwell on
Islam’s military conquests; more important is Islam’s contribu-
tions to the West in more constructive ways.

Islam, it seems, played the role of nursemaid to science.
“How would science have survived in the West if it had not
been for the Islamic scholars?” asks Prof. S. James Gates, Jr. of
University of Maryland.

 The Arabs are also credited with great leaps forward in
astronomy, engineering and medicine. We are told that they
created algebra and simplified mathematics with the so-called
Arabic numerals.

The truth: algebra was first developed by the ancient Babylo-
nians, long before Islam came into existence, or the Arabs had
any mathematics at all. The so-called Arabic numerals originat-
ed in India and were adopted by the Arabs as they encountered
them in their trading enterprises.

Contrary to the claims in this television production, Islam
did not create anything near a great civilization through its own
merits, but as it conquered nation after nation with the sword
it pressed into service the scientists, artisans and other skilled
people of those nations to work for them, often as slaves. That
is how the “Islamic civilization” came about.

In contrast to how the series treats Islam, Christianity is
depicted as barbaric, particularly when it came to the Crusades,

the greatest evil in the history of mankind, it seems. The Cru-
sades, we are told, took up arms in the name of religion in order
to destroy the wonderful civilization built by Islam in the West.
Leading into the segment on the Crusades, the narrator states:

Religion—the most potent force in the story of
mankind. It has built civilizations, and destroyed them.

Holy warriors destroy those of a different faith. In
the Middle East, Jerusalem, a city under siege. Inside
its walls, pandemonium. [Cue the ominous music]
Outside, 12,000 men intent on butchering. Crusaders
[Oh, my!].

Spearheading the attack, Tancred de Hauteville, a
Norman knight descended from Vikings, filled with
bloodlust.

NBC TV journalist Tom Brokaw gives his opinion:

So many people have died in the name of religion.
Wars fought over religious belief have spilled so much
blood, but I think, of all the wars fought over religion,
the Crusades belong in their own category.

The narrator continues:

Tancred de Hauteville, a Christian knight on a mis-
sion from God in the Holy Land, waging war on Islam.

A writer, Reza Aslan, offers his take:

On the eve of the Crusades, Jerusalem under Mus-
lims’ rule was actually a hotbed of creativity and inter-
religious dialogue. There were Jews, there were Chris-
tians, there were Muslims; for the most part they lived
in relative harmony.

The Crusades are described by military historian Mike
Loades as “one of the most shameful undertakings ever em-
barked upon by our species.”

S. James Gates, Jr., adds:

The Crusades were as bad as it gets. Remember that
these guys embraced the same god, many of the same
beliefs, the same prophets, and yet the streets ran deep
with their blood, and that, their brothers’. It shows the
extraordinary power of ideas to take hold of people’s
minds and drive them to commit acts of great sacrifice
and love on the one hand, but also acts of tremendous
barbarity and hatred on the other. It’s the double-
edged sword of religious belief.

Military expert Richard Machowitz states:

If I had a belief system that literally says, “God tells
me that I must slaughter anyone who wants to stop me
from being here,” it will allow you to justify any horrific
act you take at that point. Having a singular belief
system where I defer responsibility to God can allow
me to do brutal things on a battlefield.

One need not have a god in the equation to do brutal things
on the battlefield. Atheistic communism continues to do brutal
things not only on the battlefield, but to its own people.

(Continued on page 28)

TELEVISION
REVIEW

THE STORY OF ALL OF US TV
REVIEW
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The Wycliffe Arabic Bible
WHEN WE REPORTED on the plans of Wycliffe Bible Translators and Summer Institute of Linguistics’ (SIL) cooperative

effort with Frontiers to produce Bibles in Arabic that eliminate references to Jesus as the Son of God, we held out little
hope that the protests from many Christians would bear fruit. We are still waiting to hear the final verdict from the

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) committee headed by Dr. Robert E. Cooley and its recommendation to Wycliffe and SIL to
either scrap their ventures or continue with them.

In August, Dr. Robert Simonds, founder and president of Citizens for Excellence in Education (CEE), contacted me asking if I
would be willing to send a joint appeal to the heads of all three organizations to cease from their plans. I agreed, and have reproduced
below our letter, sent on CEE’s letterhead. After three months we have not received a response.

September 11, 2012

To:

Bob Creson, President  Frederick A. Boswell, Ph.D., Executive Director  Dave Datema, General Director
Wycliffe Bible Translators  Summer Institutes of Linguistics,    Frontier Missions Fellowship
11221 John Wycliffe Blvd. 7500 Camp Wisdom Road    1605 E. Elizabeth St.
Orlando, FL 32832  Dallas, TX 75236     Pasadena, CA 91104

From: Robert L. Simonds, Th.D; Ph.D., President, National Association of Christian Educators
Albert James Dager, Editor & Publisher, Media Spotlight

Re: The corruption of the text and doctrines of the Holy Bible, being brought forth to the unbelieving secular world as God’s
Word despite the removal of the Father-Son relationship of Jesus to God the Father in the sadly conceived Arabic, Islamic
Translation of the (rewritten) Bible.

Dear Brethren,

Every religion claims their beliefs are superior to the Christian Bible which encapsulates both Old (Hebrew) and New (Greek)
Scripture Testaments into one book.

God wrote only ONE Bible. Take it or leave it; believe it or remain an unbeliever. It is the most studied book in the world and
the most historically proven over all others. It has changed the lives of billions. It has been declared inerrant by linguistic experts–
huge gatherings of Evangelical scholars–who have analyzed every one of its thousands of prophecies to find that, apart from those
relating to the Lord’s Second Coming (yet to be realized), all have been accurate and fulfilled to the letter of script.

The Bible does not teach ecumenism; it teaches separation of true believers from unbelievers. “I will put a division between my
people and thy people” (Ex 8:23). This word “division” in Hebrew means “redemption.” The Lord Jesus said: “Suppose ye that I am
come to give peace on earth? I tell you NO!: but rather division” (Lk 12:51).

The ecumenical churches believe they must replace the pure Word of God with a “man-made Bible.” To do so would be a di-
saster for every person involved directly, or on the boards of these three Wycliffe cooperative ministries that are spending the mon-
ey of God’s people to destroy our faith.

The Book of Revelation affirms Jesus as “the Son of God” (Rv 2:18; 14:14). In it, Jesus said plainly: “if any man add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book, and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this proph-
ecy, God shall take away his part out of the Book of Life…” (Rv 22:18, 19). Beloved of God, please read Rv 20:10-15 on the Book of Life.

We have spent our lives in preserving the “inerrant” Word of God, not Allah or the Koran. We have over 500 scholarly theolo-
gians ready to “draw a line in the sand.” Please do not fall for Satan’s lies and deceit that we must change God’s Word to appease
a “group culture” based on Islam’s Koran that calls for Muslims to slay all Jews first, then Christians, who will not accept their
god—a Koran that denies the God of the Bible.

For these reasons and many more, we want you to know we are concerned for you as brothers. We know you are the leaders in
Bible translation and we wish to help you disengage from this folly and continue God’s great work around the world that every
man may hear and know the God of creation and truth. Our people are your financial support. Please consider the following per-
spectives and why it is nothing less than disengagement.

UPDATE
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Both SIL and Wycliffe have strong histories of promoting God’s Word throughout the world ever since they were founded by

William Cameron Townsend in 1934 and 1942 respectively. So this departure from biblical accuracy is all the more disconcerting.
William Townsend would be outraged to witness what his organizations are attempting to do by removing the Father-Son rela-

tionship from Scripture. Why is it necessary to seek input from a panel “representing a broad cross-section of the global Church”?
And why is it necessary for WEA to take the better part of a year to come to any conclusion? Any novice to the faith should be
able to recognize that to omit the Father-Son relationship destroys the essence of the Gospel. Jesus came to reveal the Father to us
(Lk 10:22). Throughout His ministry he refers to God as His Father. His instruction is to pray, “Our Father who art in Heaven.”

Consider also the following Scriptures:

For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son so that all may honor the Son even as they honor the Fa-
ther. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who has sent Him. (Jn 5:22-23)

If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater, for this is the witness of God that He has testified of his Son.
He who believes on the Son of god has the witness in himself; He who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he does

not believe the record that God gave of his Son.
And this is the record: that God has given eternal life to us, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life, and he who

does not have the Son of God does not have life. (1 Jn 5:9-12)

Why be concerned about Muslims misunderstanding? Is not the Gospel an offense to those who refuse truth? Have Wycliffe,
SIL and Frontiers become so enamored of their political and social agendas that they have forgotten that Jesus is a stumbling stone
and a rock of offense?

Would it not be better to risk some misunderstanding in order to be true to God’s Word? Or have you forgotten that under-
standing comes through the Holy Spirit? God is certainly capable of imparting understanding to the pure heart seeking truth. All
others will find fault no matter how far translators go in attempting to placate them. Better to die for the truth than to hope in
futility to make points with a lie.

For an O.T. lesson on “whose God is God” please read Elijah’s illustration in I Kings 18:17-46: “Whose God is the Lord
(Yahweh)”…“The Lord (Yahweh) He is God”…“The Lord (Yahweh) He is the God” (vs. 39 repeated); God’s name is “Yahweh,” not “Allah.”

To you who would alter the all-powerful Name of God, please know you shall alter the entirety of who God is and make Jesus a
liar and, at best, a mere “prophet” (as Mohammed claimed to be), and not the Creator God—the central figure of all Christianity.

Let the Muslims debate the Bible. That’s how our witness of TRUTH (the Bible) can make converts. And the same is true with
Muslims who want to know the true God. Our most successful missionaries have used the Bible as given to man by God the
Father, through the Son, and via the Holy Spirit’s inspiration and dictation.

I (Robert Simonds) was given the task to write a “Teacher’s Guideline for Teaching Religion and Cultures in History” for the
University of California and all California school teachers. Under the guise of “cultural studies,” our nation’s schools were teach-
ing any and all religions but Christianity. (In the hard-copy of this letter to you men, I will include that position paper.) They
(government) wanted an “all-world” acceptable ecumenical approach. When I stuck to God, the Bible, and God’s Name and pow-
er, it was wildly accepted in a National Public Schools Teachers Conference by thousands of unsaved teachers who had never
heard a witness for the God of the Bible. It was sent out over the Internet and made available to all teachers in America.

This is an illustration of how to evangelize with Bible Truth—NOT man’s “corrections” of God’s Word—and it worked so well!
Teachers nationwide got to know God’s own Word and were able in their public school system to see how totally different are the
worldviews of other cultures that lack a true understanding of the all-powerful unaltered Bible.

This encouraging result is mentioned merely to emphasize how God’s Holy Spirit will bless His Word. If I had tried to alter
any words in the Holy Bible of God, its impact would have been totally lost and Christianity would have been seen as just another
multicultural religion (stripped of God’s power).

We love and respect you so very much. But please understand the reason for our boldness in asking you “key” leaders and your
Boards of Directors to take note how serious this problem is that would result in the direct destruction of evangelism through
Wycliffe Bible Translators and U.S. Missions around the world. To destroy God’s great work is a frightening proposition.

In sincere prayer for your positive response,

Robert L. Simonds
President, Citizens for Excellence in Education

Albert James Dager
Editor & Publisher, Media Spotlight

It is likely that we won’t know of WEA’s recommendation or how these organizations will proceed after receiving it, until after
this issue goes to press. But we’re sure it will come to light. It is unconscionable that they would disregard such an important
relationship as that of Jesus and the Father. Wycliffe, SIL and Frontiers are threatening to rip out the very heart of the Gospel.v
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FOR MANY CENTURIES Roman Catholicism remained the
dominant expression of the Christian faith, largely due to
its ability to impose its will on the far reaches of the old

Roman Empire through military might and spiritual intimida-
tion. That intimidation took the form of threats of eternal
damnation for anyone who questioned the teachings and prac-
tices of the papacy. The Roman Catholic priesthood, which
developed along the lines of regional governance to assure
compliance with papal authority, solidified itself as the spiritual
hierarchy over virtually every aspect of life. Emperors and kings
were bound to Romanism lest their subjects revolt out of loyalty
to their church. Fear more than love was the motivation for
most obedience.

Yet from the beginning, there were courageous individuals
who sought to bring the light of God’s love and freedom to
those spiritually bound to Romanism They were hounded,
persecuted and martyred for daring to oppose the ungodly and
unscriptural teachings of the papacy.

England
John Wycliffe

Although individuals opposed the might of the papacy from
the beginning, the first real organized attempt to bring a sem-
blance of reformation to the church is credited to John Wycliffe,
a 14th-century theologian and lay preacher at Oxford in Eng-
land. Wycliffe was opposed to the idea of a clergy and preached
in favor of biblically-based reforms and against the possessive-
ness of the church. He also advocated for the translation of
Scripture into the common languages of the people, and by
1382 was able to publish his own translation taken directly from
the Latin Vulgate into his native English.

Under the protection of John of Gaunt, 1st Duke of Lancaster,
Wycliffe published his Summa Theologica, in which he asserted
that the church should give up its properties and allow secular
authorities to rule in secular affairs. His other great work, De

civili dominio, further called for the renunciation of temporal
power by the Church.

Wycliffe was among the first to express belief in predestina-
tion—the “invisible church of the elect” predestined to salvation
—as opposed to the visible Catholic Church. Wycliffe’s teach-
ings became popular among the uneducated, and there devel-
oped among them the derogatorily-named Lollard movement.
(“Lollard” implied one was lazy and/or uneducated.)

In spite of other scriptural shortcomings, Wycliffe aroused
the ire of the anti-Christ spirit behind Romanism. When in
1381 Wycliffe formulated his doctrine of the Lord’s Supper
contrary to the Eucharistic doctrine of the Church, the English
hierarchy was moved to act against him. Wycliffe’s declarations
were pronounced heretical. Unwilling to recant, he appealed to
the king. With the aid of the newly created printing press
Wycliffe was able to publish his declarations and have them
spread among the English masses, many of whom received them
in earnest.

Wycliffe proposed 24 reformations for the Church, 10 of
which addressed the doctrine of transubstantiation, 14 of which
addressed church order and institutions.

When the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 broke out, anti-Christ
used the papacy to place the blame on Wycliffe. William Cour-
tenay, Archbishop of Canterbury and an old foe of Wycliffe,
called an ecclesiastical assembly of notables at London to cen-
sure him. During the assembly on May 21 an earthquake shook
not only the city but the confidence of the attendees who took
it as a sign from God that they should disband. But Courtenay
convinced them that the quake was a sign from God that they
should proceed to purify the earth from false doctrine. Called
the “Earthquake Synod,” it resulted in 10 of Wycliffe’s 24
propositions being called “heretical,” and the remaining 14
“erroneous.”

Again anti-Christ used intimidation to dissuade Wycliffe’s
followers from continuing with him. It was forbidden under
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threat of prosecution for anyone to hold to Wycliffe’s positions,
or to promote them in sermons or academic dissertations.
Although the English Commons rejected the ban, the king
decreed the arrest of those who disobeyed. On November 17,
1382, Wycliffe was summoned to appear before a synod at
Oxford. Because he still held favor with the court and Parlia-
ment he was allowed to keep his living and was not excommuni-
cated from the Roman Church.

On Holy Innocents’ Day, December 28, 1384, he suffered a
stroke while at Mass. He died on December 31.

Under duress from further attempts at reformation in later
years, the Roman Catholic Council of Constance declared
Wycliffe a heretic. The council decreed that his books be
burned, and his remains exhumed and burned. His ashes were
cast into the River Swift which flows through the Lutterworth
in Leicestershire, England, where he had died.

The anger and hatred of the anti-Christ spirit is strong, and
was exhibited through the Roman Catholic Church’s hatred for
Wycliffe so that even 30 years after his death it had him burned
posthumously as a heretic.

Jan Hus
The next prominent attempt at reformation was made by

Jan Hus (Eng., John Huss), a Czech priest/philosopher who,
like Wycliffe, challenged the Church’s doctrines on transub-
stantiation, clergy, order and other issues. Hus’s teachings had
a strong influence in Europe, and formed the basis for the
Protestant movement of the sixteenth century.

Hus fell victim to the anti-Christ spirit of the Council of
Constance held from 1414 to 1418. Hus was summoned to
Constance under the impression that he would be able to state
his ideas. Instead, he was condemned and subsequently burned
at the stake on July 6, 1415.

Dissension within the Roman Catholic Church was quelled
for a time as the anti-Christ spirit worked to further impose the
unscriptural teachings and practices of Rome upon virtually all
of Christendom.

Germany
Martin Luther

Over one hundred years later, on October 31, 1517, a
seemingly innocuous event took place that would light the fires
of religious revolution and plunge Europe into centuries-long
warfare. A German Augustinian monk, priest and theologian,
Martin Luther, posted on the door of the cathedral in Witten-
berg, Germany, The Ninety-Five Theses which he deigned to bring
to the attention of the bishop and clergy there. It was customary
among theologians to post such theses for discussion of reli-
gious matters, so Luther did not think he was doing anything
particularly radical. However, his 95 Theses attacked issues near
and dear to the heart of the papacy, including clerical abuses,
and particularly the selling of indulgences.

Exactly when the Roman Catholic Church began selling
indulgences is uncertain, but the practice became an important
part of the anti-Christ’s methods of inducing servitude and fear
among the Catholic faithful.

An indulgence is a Roman Catholic practice of granting full or
partial remission of temporal punishment for sins already forgiven

through the Roman Catholic rite of confession. Prior to indul-
gences the Church imposed severe penalties for sins confessed to,
and absolved through the blessings of, a priest. The penalties were
said to take up the lack of Christ’s sacrifice to fully atone for sins.
It was necessary, according to Catholic teaching, that penitents
submit themselves to additional punishment meted out through
the Church. Such punishments might take the form of flagella-
tion, either at the hand of another, or at one’s own hand, making
one’s way on one’s knees to Catholic churches and/or shrines, or
other forms of self-immolation. In some areas even today such
punishments are still engaged in by devout penitents.

Penitents were told that by purchasing indulgences for sums
of money, they could avoid not only such temporal punish-
ments on earth, but the alleged punishments to come in the
afterlife. With enough paid, full or “plenary” indulgences could
be granted which would keep one from suffering in Purgatory
before being allowed into the presence of God. In some cases,
indulgences could be paid for the dead by their loved ones in
order to have them released from Purgatory earlier than would
otherwise be required by God.

Luther’s 95 Theses posited that the selling of indulgences was
contrary to the intention of the confession and penance (to which
he still adhered), and that such indulgences were ineffectual.

One means of procuring indulgences in Wittenberg was to
venerate relics—artifacts attached to the lives of Roman Catholic
saints. Frederick III of Saxony had displayed at the Wittenberg
Cathedral a vast collection of some 5,000 relics. As Pope Leo X
began a fund-raising campaign to renovate St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome, Johann Tetzel, a Dominican priest, began to sell indul-
gences throughout the German provinces. Albrecht, the Arch-
bishop of Mainz, Germany, had purchased his church rank and
was heavily in debt for having done so. He agreed to allow Tetzel
to sell indulgences in his territory provided he received a por-
tion for himself.

Although Frederick III and George, Duke of Saxony had
forbidden the sale of indulgences in their respective lands,
Luther’s parishioners traveled outside those lands to purchase
their indulgences. When they came to confession to Luther they
insisted that they didn’t have to repent of their sins because they
had already paid good money for them. Luther became out-
raged that the Church was charging people for what was theirs
by right as a free gift paid for through the blood of Christ. This
formed part of Luther’s reasoning for salvation by grace rather
than by works.

It was never the Luther’s intent to create a schism or to
withdraw from the Roman Catholic Church, but rather to bring
reformation to the Church through scholarly debate on scrip-
tural matters. Thus he posted his 95 Theses on the Wittenberg
Cathedral door with that purpose in mind.

He also sent hand-written copies to his superior, the bishop
of Brandenburg, and to Albrecht of Mainz who was responsible
for the sale of indulgences. Within two weeks copies of the 95
Theses were spread throughout Germany, and within two
months they found their way throughout all of Europe. As the
Lord would have it, Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of me-
chanical moving type had come on the scene in Mainz, Germa-
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ny, around 1439, and had been perfected sufficiently to allow for
Luther’s 95 Theses to be mass produced as one of the first
religious controversies aided by the printing press.

Anti-Christ would not stand for this. On June 15, 1520, Pope
Leo X issued Exsurge Domine (“Arise, O Lord”), a papal bull
(edict) rebutting Luther’s 95 Theses, and threatening Luther with
excommunication unless he recanted within 60 days, not only
the 95 Theses, but other statements made in various writings.

Luther not only refused to recant, but burned a copy of the
papal bull at Wittenberg on December 10, 1520. This sealed his
excommunication.

Anti-Christ deigned to move beyond excommunication to
execution. On April 18, 1521 Luther answered a summons to
appear before the Diet of Worms—a general assembly of the
estates of the Holy Roman Empire. Holy Roman Emperor
Charles V presided over the assembly at Worms, in the
Rhineland, Germany. Johann Eck, assistant to the Archbishop of
Trier, prosecuted Luther. Eck laid out copies of Luther’s writings
and asked if the books were his, and if he stood by what was
written in them. Luther attested to the truth that they were his
writings, but asked for one day to consider an answer as to
whether or not he stood by them. After prayer and consultation
with friends, Luther gave this answer:

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in
the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that
they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am
bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my con-
science is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will
not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to
go against conscience. May God help me. Amen.

After five days of deliberations Charles V presented the Edict
of Worms on May 25, 1521, declaring Luther an outlaw and
banning his writings. The decree went out: “We want him to be
apprehended and punished as a notorious heretic.” This was
effectively a death sentence on Luther. The edict also made it a
crime to protect Luther and allowed anyone to kill him without
legal consequence.

According to plans, Luther was to disappear on his way back
to Wittenberg. On the way he was apprehended by soldiers loyal
to Prince Frederick III who had been Luther’s protector during
his trial. The men wore masks in order to appear to be highway-
men. Frederick had Luther escorted to the Wartburg Castle at
Eisenach where he remained under the prince’s protection.
There he translated the New Testament from Greek into Ger-
man and wrote numerous doctrinal theses. He also engaged in
polemics against the pope and Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz.
He broadened his discourse to include other practices essential
to the Church other than indulgences and pilgrimages. These
included condemnation as idolatry the concept of the Mass as a
sacrifice, rejection of compulsory confession, and the taking of
religious vows as an illegitimate and vain attempt to gain salva-
tion through works.

Reaction to Luther’s writings went beyond Luther’s intent,
resulting in violence against Catholic clergy and the destruction
of icons. Alarmed by the violence attributed to his admonitions

against papal rule, Luther returned to Wittenberg. He attribut-
ed the violence to the Devil, and appealed to the peaceful
intent of the Gospel. Said Luther:

Do you know what the Devil thinks when he sees
men use violence to propagate the gospel? He sits with
folded arms behind the fire of hell, and says with
malignant looks and frightful grin: "Ah, how wise
these madmen are to play my game! Let them go on;
I shall reap the benefit. I delight in it." But when he
sees the Word running and contending alone on the
battlefield, then he shudders and shakes for fear.

His words were received with joy, and the violence was
quelled. Luther proceeded to continue his battle against the
Roman Church, but set out a moderate policy for reformation
that eschewed the violence of religious zealots intent on using
the fledgling Reformation to instill social unrest.

On June 13, 1525, Luther married Katharina von Bora,
one of 12 nuns he helped escape from the Nimbschen Cister-
cian convent two years earlier, thus establishing the right of
clergy to marry in his new-found departure from the Church.
Eventually Luther found himself, for better or for worse, the
leader in the move toward a new kind of church which,
although departing from Romanism on many important is-
sues, retained many other questionable beliefs and practices.

Luther’s split from the Roman Catholic Church was argu-
ably the most significant development within the growing
Protestant Reformation. Other Reformers outside of Germany
were having their voices heard and received not only by the
common  people, but by magistrates, kings and princes, many
of whom were eager to find ways to break the papal yoke from
off their domains.

As much light and truth that Luther brought to the Church
and to the Reformation, he held to a sin that was easily exploit-
ed by anti-Christ. Luther’s attitude toward Jews was as anti-
Christ as his theology was biblical—mostly strong, partly weak.

Luther believed unconverted Jews to be blasphemers and
liars because of their rejection of Jesus as their Messiah. He
advocated kindness toward Jews because Jesus was born as a
Jew, but only as a means of converting them to Christ. His
prolific writings on the Jews included Von den Juden ünd Ihren
Lugen (On the Jews and Their Lies), in which he posited that the
Jews were no longer God’s chosen people, but were people of
the Devil. He advocated the seizing of Jews’ money and prop-
erty, the burning of synagogues and Jewish prayer books, the
destruction of their homes, and forbidding rabbis from preach-
ing. He called the Jews “poisonous envenomed worms.”

Luther’s polemic against Jews would form the basis for the
mid-twentieth-century Holocaust as Adolf Hitler appealed to
the Germans’ Lutheran background as justification for his
persecution of the Jews.

Switzerland
Huldrych Zwingli

In Switzerland, Huldrych Zwingli (1484-1531) posited a
simple yet important consideration for his attempts at reforma-
tion within the Catholic Church: whatever is in the Bible is
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truth; whatever is not in the Bible is not truth. By this he meant
spiritual truth; he did not deny the reality of empirical fact.

Educated at the University of Vienna and the University of
Basel, Zwingli became adept at poetry, philosophy, astronomy,
physics and music, as well as the ancient classics. His tutelage
under well-known humanists of his day led Zwingli to begin
questioning his Roman Catholic beliefs. Yet even as anti-Christ
sought to draw him away from Christ through the humanistic
influences in his life, those influences surprisingly led him to-
ward reformation thinking in the long run.

Zwingli was ordained as a Catholic priest in 1506, but he
began studying the teachings of Erasmus, which turned him
toward the Reformation. Moving to Einsiedeln in 1515, Zwingli
witnessed first-hand many of the evils of Romanism, including
the selling of indulgences. Several years before Luther began
teaching against this practice, Zwingli was condemning it. He was
also distressed at the militaristic nature of Romanism which he
saw contributing to the moral decay and death of Swiss youth.
Yet Zwingli remained in the Church even while preaching
against the evils of the papacy. Like Luther, it was not Zwingli’s
intention to create a schism, but rather to reform the Church
from within.

It wasn’t until the plague struck Zurich in 1520 and Zwingli
was infected, that Zwingli’s dedication to the Lord was fully
realized. Recovering from the plague, Zwingli realized that he had
been spared for a reason, and his teachings on the necessity for
strict obedience to the Scriptures intensified.

Among Zwingli’s challenges to the Church were the require-
ments for celibacy among the priests, infant baptism, and re-
quired fasting, particularly throughout the season of Lent.

At the time, Switzerland was not a unified nation, but consist-
ed of thirteen states (cantons) as well as affiliated states and
lordships. The independence of the states contributed to division
over the Reformation and its several confessions. It was in this
climate that Zwingli attempted to spread his ideas. Encouraged
by other Swiss clergymen, he was emboldened to publish his first
major statement of faith, Apolgeticus Archeteles (“The First and
Last Word”), in which he defended himself against charges of
heresy and stirring unrest, and denied the right of any ecclesiasti-
cal hierarchy to judge him in church matters because of the
Church’s corrupted condition.

Eventually the cantons of Switzerland were so inundated with
Zwingli’s concepts of the Reformation that resolutions to the
disputes were sought.

There was especially unrest within the city of Zurich, where
the Swiss Diet sought to prohibit Zwingli’s teachings. The city
council decided to seek a solution by inviting the clergy of the city
and outlying regions to a meeting where the disputes could be
aired. The First Disputation took place on January 3, 1523. The
bishop of Zurich sent a delegation led by his vicar general,
Johannes Fabri. Zwingli presented his theses in the Schlussreden
(Sixty-seven Articles). But Fabri was instructed not to discuss
theology before laymen; he was to appeal only to the need for
ecclesiastical authority. The city council decided in favor of
Zwingli being allowed to continue his preaching, and that all
other preachers teach only from the Scriptures.

This was a blow to anti-Christ’s ambitions to snuff out the
Reformation in Switzerland. After his defeat there, anti-Christ
spurred the Church to further disputation against Zwingli’s
scriptural mandate.

This led to the Second Disputation  in October, 1523. In
September of that year, Leo Jud, Zwingli’s friend, and pastor
of St. Peterskirche, called for the removal of religious icons
from the churches, including statues of saints. The Zurich city
council decided to work out the disputation that resulted from
Jud’s actions. In addition to the issue of icons for veneration,
the concept of the Mass as a sacrificial rite was included in the
debate. Facing the canon Konrad Hofmann, Zwingli led the
disputation on the part of the Reformation. Others on his side
were demanding a faster move toward reformation, and called
for replacing infant baptism with adult baptism, which call
was, sadly, opposed by Zwingli.

Arguments arose as to whether the city council for ecclesi-
astical government had the authority to make such decisions.
The council decided for a compromise offered by Konrad
Schmid, a priest from Aargau and follower of Zwingli, who
suggested that pastors continue to preach Reformation ideas
even under threat of punishment from the Church, believing
that eventually the people would come to accept those ideas. It
was particularly the dispute over icons that Schmid addressed,
thus showing support for Zwingli while quelling the icono-
clasts who were destroying images and causing outrage among
the people. Schmid argued that the people would eventually
come to voluntarily have the images removed, which did come
to pass as the Reformation eventually took over.

In 1525 another dispute grew between Zwingli and the
emerging Anabaptist movement under Conrad Grebel, which
argued against civil authority and for governance by the faith-
ful. On February 2, 1542, the Anabaptists’ first adult baptisms
were performed by Conrad Grebel, George Blaurock and Felix
Manz at the home of Manz’s mother.

Zwingli won out with the city council, and it was decreed
that anyone who refused to have their children baptized must
leave Zurich. It was also decreed that adults who had previously
been baptized should not be rebaptized. Those who disobeyed
were arrested and fined.

The dispute over baptism did not die out, and ultimately,
in March, 1526, the council issued a mandate that no one shall
rebaptize another under penalty of death. Although Zwingli
had nothing to do with the mandate—at least technically—he
did not disapprove of it. Felix Manz was the first victim of
anti-Christ under the Zurich council for continuing to practice
adult baptism.

On April 8, 1524, five cantons, Lucerne, Uri, Schwiz,
Unterwalden and Zug, formed an alliance loyal to the Catholic
Church and acted to withstand the Reformation under Zwig-
li’s leadership. The alliance took their disputes to the Swiss
Diet which ruled in its favor, banning Zwingli’s writings. The
thirteen-member Confederation was divided 9 to 4 against
Zwingli.

The disputations throughout Switzerland resulted in more
war and bloodshed as Christians fought against Christians for
their causes for or against the Reformation. On October 9,
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1531, the Five States loyal to the papacy declared war on Zurich.
Outnumbered two-to-one, the Zurich army, of which Zwingli was
a part, encountered the superior forces of the Five States near
Kappel on October 11. In less than an hour the Zurich army was
defeated and Zwingli was numbered among the fatalities. His
successor, Heinrich Bullinger recounted Zwingli’s death when he
was found by his enemies wounded but alive:

“They turned him round, and asked him to confess.
He repeatedly shook his head, by way of denial. 'Die,
then, stiff-necked heretic!’ cried Captain Vokinger of
Unterwalden, giving him his death-blow.”

Zwingli’s body was quartered and burned, his ashes scattered
to the winds.

It seems as if Satan possesses a perverse desire to destroy the
bodies of the saints in any way he can. If he cannot destroy a
saint’s body in life he’ll try to destroy it in death. This may not
apply to all saints, but perhaps especially to those whose lives are
dedicated wholly to the work of the Lord. Witness how Satan
sought the body of Moses and contended with the archangel
Michael for it. To what purpose other than to defile it in some
manner? Considering the anti-Christ nature of the Roman Cath-
olic Church, particularly in its contentions against true believers
in Christ, it is understandable how it would seek to destroy the
bodies of those who opposed it.

John Calvin
Born Jehan Cauvin, John Calvin was educated as a humanist

lawyer who found dissatisfaction with the Roman Catholic
Church. With the Reformation spreading, violent reactions
among the Catholic French impelled Calvin to flee to Switzer-
land in 1530. As he immersed himself in the teachings of the
Reformation he came to prominence when, in 1536, he pub-
lished the first edition of The Institutes of the Christian Religion. He
was approached by William Farel to help the cause of the Refor-
mation in Geneva. Both were expelled when the Geneva city
council rejected their ideas.

Calvin went to Strasbourg to pastor a church composed of
French refugees. In time he returned to Geneva where he imple-
mented his ideas on church government and liturgy. Although
opposed by several powerful Catholic families, he was able to
establish roots in the city. As more refugees from Catholic
countries flooded Geneva the Roman Catholic Church’s influ-
ence waned. A new city council was elected, and Calvin’s oppo-
nents were pushed aside.

Soon, the tide turned, and the persecuted became the perse-
cutor. Calvin was a stern enforcer of his reforms in Geneva, and
his influence resulted in the deaths of several detractors. Al-
though he never personally pronounced sentence on those who
opposed him, he did consent to their deaths.

The most famous detractor was another Reformer, Michael
Servetus, who, as a Spanish physician and Protestant theologian,
denied the doctrine of the Trinity and opposed infant baptism.
Servetus and Calvin exchanged many letters, engaging in dis-
putes over these and other teachings. Servetus made a fatal error
when he sent to Calvin a copy of Calvin’s The Institutes of the
Christian Religion annotated with arguments against what Serve-

tus considered errors. This enraged Calvin, but Servetus went
into hiding in Vienne, in southeastern France. When the
Catholic authorities in France learned of his whereabouts
Servetus was arrested. He managed to escape from prison and
determined to make his way to Italy. On his way there, he went
through Geneva where he was recognized and subsequently
arrested. Calvin’s secretary, Nicholas de la Fontaine, submitted
to the court a list of accusations against Servetus. Servetus was
given the choice to be tried either in Vienne or Geneva.
Begging to stay in Geneva, Servetus wrongly assumed that he
had a better chance of survival with the Reformers than with
the Catholic Church. The judgment went against Servetus and
he was sentenced to burning at the stake—the same sentence he
had received in Vienne. Calvin requested that he be beheaded
rather than burned (an attempt at mercy), but he was refused.
On October 27, 1553, Servetus was burned alive atop a pyre of
his own books.

Upon Servetus’ death, Calvin was acclaimed as a defender
of Christianity, and his authority in Geneva became nearly
absolute.

For some time, Luther and Calvin enjoyed mutual respect,
but conflict arose between Luther and Zwingli over the nature
of the Eucharist. Calvin’s position coincided with Zwingli’s
and a schism developed between the Reformed churches un-
der Calvin’s and Zwingli’s leadership, and the Lutheran
churches which were beginning to spread from Germany to
the rest of Europe.

Calvin sought for Christian unity among the Reformers,
but nothing came of his appeals.

Calvin’s passion was for his Reformation to spread to his
native France. His church funded literature and ministers,
both of which were sent to France. France’s Henry II pro-
claimed the Edict of Chateaubriand in 1551, which called for
severe persecution of Protestants. When the Edict of Chateau-
briand failed to quell the Protestant uprising in France, a
second decree, the Edict of Compiègne (1557) applied the
death penalty to all convictions for heresy.

Calvin expanded his Institutes from 21 chapters to 80,
which included extensions of his previous material. He died on
May 27, 1564 at the age of 54. He was buried in an unmarked
grave in the Cimetière des Rois (The Royal Cemetery).

The history of the Reformation demonstrates that, while
the Lord infused much light on biblical truth through that
movement, anti-Christ also managed to use it to his advantage,
pitting Christians against Christians, not only Protestants
against Catholics, but Protestants against Protestants and
against other non-Catholics.

There is nothing more fierce than religious zealotry, even
in the name of Christ. Many of the leading Reformers were as
much anti-Christ in their treatment of those who challenged
their authority as were the popes. The Reformers were, after
all, theologians within Roman Catholicism, and learned their
harsh methods of propagating even the truths they saw in
God’s Word. And just as the papacy was anti-Semitic, so, too,
were many of the Reformers.v

NEXT
MORE ON THE REFORMATION



27

MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • WINTER 2012

The horses are out of
the barn

By Albert James Dager

IN OUR PREVIOUS issue I expressed concern at how Christian
leaders were swarming to endorse Mitt Romney’s run for
the presidency. Virtually every one of them expressed the

idea that a Romney victory would be better for the country than
to allow Barack Obama four more years to work his Marxist
strategies. Some went so far as to say that the nation’s temporal
welfare is more important than Mitt Romney’s spiritual welfare.

Billy Graham and his son Frank Graham not only endorsed
Romney, they removed Mormonism’s classification as a cult
from the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

I cautioned that evangelical Christian leaders endorsing
Romney would lead to a weakening of the distinction between
biblical faith and the false religion of Mormonism. Some re-
sponded that I was overreaching; that it would have no more
effect on people’s faith than John F. Kennedy had as the nation’s
first Roman Catholic president.

In view of Romney’s defeat, it might be further suggested
that my concerns were unfounded anyway. Those who endorsed
him may go on as if their influence has had no effect. But even
in defeat, Romney’s Mormonism gained much traction in blur-
ring the line between it and biblical faith.

Let’s consider, first, how much influence Kennedy had in
blurring the distinction between Roman Catholicism and bibli-
cal faith. His presidency may not have had a direct influence on
the creation of the ecumenical movement, particularly in the
United States, but it certainly didn’t hinder it. Kennedy was
inaugurated on January 20, 1961. The Second Vatican Council
began on October 11, 1962. The objective of Vatican II was to
break down the wall of separation between the Roman Catholic
Church and what it calls “the separated brethren” of other
Christian denominations. In the United States, Vatican II had
a huge influence on all non-Catholic Christians who were
willing to overlook serious doctrinal errors for the sake of unity.
Was it merely coincidence that the charismatic Kennedy, whom
the media had elevated to the status of royalty in the minds of
Americans, found such favor even as Vatican II was underway?

Perhaps, but I don’t believe that was coincidence. There are
spiritual forces that shape nations, and although the true God
of the Bible is the overall master in the affairs of nations, the
truth remains that those forces moving events behind the scenes
are demonic in nature. Satan is still the god of this world and
the prince of the power of the air.

The net effect of Kennedy’s election and Vatican II was the
breakdown of resistance against the influence of Roman Cathol-
icism among Christians of every stripe, including evangelicals.

Thanks to evangelical leaders
such as the Grahams, Mormons
are now seen in a different light.
Their emphasis on Romney’s
good works, charitable giving (to
Mormonism, by the way), family
values and overall moral charac-
ter has convinced otherwise dis-
cerning Christians that the cult
of Mormonism isn’t really all
that bad. This is compounded by
most Christian leaders refusing
to warn their adherents of the

unscriptural nature of Mormonism’s doctrines and the ungodly
nature of their temple services.

Christianity in America has largely sold its soul to the Devil.
It has traded its birthright for a bowl of pottage that will clog its
gullet. Believing that the nation’s fiscal policies are more impor-
tant than the purity of the faith, it has denied the faith.

And for what? A failed attempt to unseat Barack Obama.
It’s as if the Lord is laughing American Christianity to

derision. In spite of the hand-wringing and worrying that caused
so many Christians to compromise their faith, the Lord Himself
has chosen Barack Obama as the man He determined the
nation deserves at this hour.

Now there is no taking back the compromises. The horses
are out of the barn and they’re long gone. There’s no way to
corral them. So many Christian leaders have granted Mormon-
ism legitimate status as a valid expression of Christian faith, that
it would cause them to look foolish were they to suddenly
reverse themselves.

I am not arguing against those Christians who voted for
Romney on their own volition; I can understand the difficulty
of the choice. My aversion is toward the Christian leaders who
so willingly ignored the ungodliness of Romney’s religion in the
hope of swaying Christians to vote for him.

They gave the Devil his due, and the Lord gave us our due.
Now we will have to live with it. No, we will have to do more

than just live with it. When God chooses a person to lead a
nation, He expects His people to hold that person in high
esteem. His Word forbids us from speaking evil of him.

That doesn’t mean we cannot speak about his policies, his
evil deeds or his betrayal of the nation. But we must guard
ourselves against evil thoughts toward the person himself.

We must pray for him, agreeing with the Lord’s will that it
will be done regardless of how much we may have to suffer. The
Lord has not given America Barack Obama to placate us, but
for our judgment. The nation that has had every blessing of
God, and has been not only the benefactor but the minister of
the Gospel throughout the world, has given itself over to the
culture of death and immorality.

What do we expect? More blessings?v

EDITORIAL
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As far as a god who demands the destruction of those who do
not follow the dictates of his spokespersons, what god has been
more bloodthirsty than Islam’s Allah?

The false assumption that Jews, Christians and Muslims
worship the same god drives these people in Mankind: The History
of All of Us to condemn the Crusades, but they give a free pass to
Islam whose history is drenched in blood from its inception to
the present day.

We’re treated to violent scenes of Crusaders slaughtering
innocent people, in contrast to Muslims quietly going about their
academic and scientific duties. We do see Muslim warriors racing
through the desert on horseback, but never do the Muslim
swords pierce the bodies of their enemies. It’s as if Islam just
traipsed through the nations spreading flowers of love, peace and
tolerance along the way. And, poor, innocent babes that they
were, they were rewarded with bloodletting by Christian fanatics.

This isn’t meant to give a free pass to the Crusades. Much of
what Mankind says about them is true. But where is the balance?
Why is Christianity (albeit a perverted concept of Christianity)
the only bad guy in this conflict?

The truth is that the Crusades were a response to Muslim
conquests of territory held by the Holy Roman Empire. To
borrow from George Lucas, “The Empire Strikes Back.” What’s
so out of normalcy there?

As much evil as Roman Catholicism and the Crusaders
perpetrated, had it not been for the Crusades we might all be
speaking Arabic today, and worse.

The quislings who go out of their way to placate Islam will
one day wake up to find that the freedoms and blessings God has
bestowed upon them through Western Civilization have blown
away. And all because they did not respect their birthright.v

God bless you both, Al and Jean, and your ministry
which has been my joy and comfort for over 15 years. With
spiritual love, I would like to ask you about your article—or
message as I prefer to say. I do agree with your message, but
I feel many will not trust the Lord enough to vote. Personal-
ly, I do, and will vote for Romney.

What do you think about my decision, please?
K.D.C., Berkeley Springs, WV

Dear K,D.C.,
As believers in Jesus we are free in Him to vote or not to

vote; our choices should reflect the values of our faith.
There is a marked difference between the values held by

Mitt Romney and Barack Obama. On the pragmatic level I
would say that our values are closer to those of Romney
than they are to Obama. However, on the spiritual level we
are 180 degrees apart.

Romney’s values are based on his Mormon heritage. Al-
though pragmatically they are the same in many respects as
those found in Scripture, the spiritual impetus is contrary to
Scripture. His god is not our God, and his Jesus is not the
Jesus of the Bible.

As I said in my article, Romney has no chance of over-
turning the evil that has already been codified into law, sim-
ply because at least half of the American population have
embraced those evils—abortion, homosexuality, same-sex
marriage, etc. The best he can offer is some fiscal sanity, but
that is not necessarily going to get the country out of the
mess it’s in. America has strayed so far from the Lord that
His judgment is inevitable. And a president who worships a
false god isn’t going to turn away His judgment.

It is what it is; the world system is in Satan’s hands until
the Lord returns. And it is still our heavenly Father who de-
termines the leadership of any nation.

You may rest in your decision to vote for Romney on the
basis that both are anti-Christ, but one may be more out-
wardly ungodly than the other. Neither will save America.
Only the Lord can do that. All we can do is stand by and
watch what He does, praying that we remain faithful regard-
less of the political, social, economic and moral outcome.

In Jesus’ love,

Al
- - -

Dear Al and Jean,
I want to thank you for your kindness. I pray our Lord

keeps blessing in bringing us the truth.
Please keep Media Spotlight coming. I do want to really

thank you again. When I first transferred to Mule Creek
State Prison and found the Saddleback “Behind the Wall”
program dominating the prison I saw Rick Warren quoted in
the Sunday Bulletin. I was outraged to find the Devil had a

(Continued from page 19)

THE STORY OF ALL OF US

Random Thoughts
Now that Washington State

voters have approved recre-
ational marijuana use, some
are worried about pot users
being able to drive.

What concerns me more is
pot users being able to vote.

Q & A
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foothold in the chapel where I was to congregate with the
brethren. It was your material and your gift of Mr. Warren
Smith’s books that I understood the error behind the ministry,
and the Saddleback programs are removed from this prison.
This all to the praise and glory of our Almighty God.

Thank you.
M.B., Ione, CA

PS: Do you have any information on the errors found in
The Message (paraphrased Bible), or tell me who might?

Dear M.B.,
The Message is not a proper translation of the Scriptures.

It is a paraphrase based on its author Eugene Peterson’s ideas
of what it would say if it were written in modern American
English.

The problems are far too many to relate here, but I would
cite first Hebrews 6:4-8:

KJV: For it is impossible for those who were once en-
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they
shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance, seeing
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him
to an open shame.

For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is
dressed, receiveth blessing from God. But that which beareth
thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose
end is to be burned.

The Message: Once people have seen the light, gotten a
taste of heaven and been part of the work of the Holy
Spirit, once they've personally experienced the sheer good-
ness of God's Word and the powers breaking in on us - if then
they turn their backs on it, washing their hands of the whole
thing, well, they can't start over as if nothing happened. That's
impossible. Why, they've re-crucified Jesus! They've repudi-
ated him in public! Parched ground that soaks up the rain and
then produces an abundance of carrots and corn for its gar-
dener gets God's "Well done!" But if it produces weeds and
thistles, it's more likely to get cussed out. Fields like that are
burned, not harvested.

To be “cursed” does not mean to be “cussed out.” God
does not “cuss out” people. In American vernacular (which
Peterson claims to be using), to “cuss out” someone is to act
in a blind rage and spew expletives at him. I can’t picture
God doing that. But curses fall on those who reject the truth
with full knowledge. The curse in this case is to be con-
demned with the unbelievers.

Another problem is revealed in the distinct renderings of
Mark 1:1-4:

KJV: The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God;

As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my mes-
senger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before
thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins.

The Message: The good news of Jesus Christ - the Mes-
sage! - begins here, following to the letter the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah. Watch closely: I'm sending my preacher
ahead of you; He'll make the road smooth for you. Thunder in
the desert! Prepare for God's arrival! Make the road smooth
and straight! John the Baptizer appeared in the wild, preach-
ing a baptism of life-change that leads to forgiveness of sins.

“The Message” is not “the Gospel.” “Gospel” means
“good news.” “Message” can be anything. Plus, this is a good
plug for Peterson’s book.

Also, the Gospel is found in several prophets’ writings,
not just Isaiah’s. Notice that Peterson uses the term “life-
change” rather than “repentance.” Repentance is a central
theme of what God requires to come to Him. Life-change is a
New Age term that can mean anything that leads to a differ-
ent life temporally as well as spiritually.

Nor did Jesus “make the road smooth” for us. To prepare
the way for salvation is not making the road smooth. On the
contrary, Jesus gave many warnings of how difficult it would
be to follow Him.

In Luke 2:33 Peterson calls Joseph the father of Jesus. The
KJV says “Joseph and his [Jesus’]  mother.” Taken alone, this
gives the impression that Joseph fathered Jesus rather than
adopted Him, which could cloud the truth of His virgin birth.

There are too many problems with The Message to relate
here. I’ll just say that no paraphrase is reliable; all are fig-
ments of men’s imaginations, which are evil continually.
Peterson claims to have translated from these texts, but his
book is not a translation at all. It’s just his way of saying
things, often distinct from what the texts truly do say.

Such imprecise rendering of what God really says in His
Word is confusing and misleading, especially for those who
have no background in understanding Scripture—new believ-
ers; non-believers seeking truth; even average believers who
have little or no history of Bible study.

Part of the problem with The Message is that it is based on
the Westcott-Hort compilation of Greek texts rather than on
the Byzantine text. This is true of virtually all modern
English versions. Westcott-Hort developed a consensus of
what they believed should be used where there were discrep-
ancies between various manuscripts of the Syriac and other
texts. There are thousands of discrepancies among these
texts, so Westcott’s and Hort’s decisions ended up in the
modern English versions.

My advice is to reject The Message.
In Jesus’ love,

Al
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Dear Al and Jean,
Thank you, thank you. I finally have a

clearer understanding of what Barack
Obama is all about, and how he is con-
nected with the many shady characters
we hear about in his life. I like your
choice of words in describing his Marxist
philosophy—obfuscate!

This is a very helpful article as we all
look toward the upcoming presidential
election and attempt to sort it out.

I think it’s a wonderful thing you do
by sending copies of Media Spotlight to
the many grateful prisoners around the
country. God bless you!

The wrapper to protect the latest issue
worked well—best shape in which my
copy has ever arrived. I, too, have won-
dered at times if someone along its route
wanted it to be less readable because of
its contents. Mine always arrives, thanks
be to God, but is often torn, wrinkled
and smudged. Looks as if it got caught in
a postal machine somewhere along the
way.

In Jesus’ love,
E.S., Clarion, PA

- - -

To: Mr. Albert Dager:
I really enjoyed your article, “Marxism

vs. Mormonism.” I came out of Babylon
(Mormonism) in 1979, then asked the
Lord Jesus to come into my heart and
save me on December 25, 2006, as I
knelt down in the Salt Lake County jail
in Salt Lake City. I know it is the free
gift of grace from God that he gave me
true salvation through His Son who
hung on the cross and took all my sins,

and cleansed me that day. Then one day
the Spirit (God’s power acting in my
heart) changed and renewed my mind. I
am thankful that the living Word (His
only-begotten Son) spoke to me.

I hope you are sending a copy of this
issue to many people, even a copy to
Mitt Romney’s campaign so that possibly
they can bring out some truths.

God says no liar can enter His coming
Kingdom, and He will expose the un-
righteous. I pray we may all be obedient
to our Father’s will.

Thanks for sending your latest issue.
R.S., Gunnison , Utah

- - -

Dear Al and Jean,
I greet you in the love and grace of

Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Praise the
Lord; praise His holy name forevermore.

Thank you for blessing me with the
last batch of Media Spotlight and special
reports. As always they are a great bless-
ing to me.

I am deeply troubled about the Wyc-
liffe Arabic Bible, to see a tool of the
Devil with the word “Bible” printed on
it.

By our Father’s grace I’ve been keep-
ing busy. I am now able to walk a couple
of miles a day. It is a precious joy to do
so.

Would you please keep this yard in
your prayers? The body here is so divid-
ed. A large group of those who say they
are Christians meets every day on the
yard at a table. They do share the Word
for a few minutes, but then for the most
part after that, they sit there and argue

and fight about what they think they be-
lieve. Sadly, most of what they believe
comes from the latest book they have
read, and not the Bible.

Even those who were chosen as elders
here when this yard first opened last
year, are caught up in all this. The lost
on the yard see it and see no reason to
listen to what anyone has to say concern-
ing the Gospel.

I am working with a small group of
believers who are tired of all this reli-
gion, and realize we are in a relationship
with the Lord, and that it is our holy
calling to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to a lost and dying world.

So we now meet in twos and threes,
and spend much time in prayer, study
and witnessing to the lost. We don’t ar-
gue or debate in public. If we have a dif-
ference we sit down with our Bibles and
study and pray, and allow the Holy Spirit
to guide and teach us. We walk in love
to those within and without the body.

We are doing all we can to show by
our lives the way we walk that we are in-
deed Christians with a vision.

I love you both, and you are always in
my prayers. Thank you for everything.

R.V., San Diego, CA

Dear R.V.,
Thanks for your letter. It’s encourag-

ing to read about our brethren in prison
who are striving to walk with the Lord.
Unfortunately, the dissension you are
witnessing in the exercise yard is just a
microcosm of the greater problem with
the Body of Christ in the world.

We pray the Lord will continue to
lead you into all truth.

In His love,
Al and Jean

- - -

Dear ones in Christ,
We truly appreciate your well-re-

searched ministry. I read my publication
cover-to-cover, and pass what is applica-
ble to others as the need arises.

I guess we will only meet when the
Lord takes us home. But until then, pray
for us as we do for you. May God contin-
ue to bless His ministry through you.

M.&S.C., , New Mexico
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Media Spotlight,

I may strongly disagree with your con-
clusions as being much too harsh at
times, but I have come to admire and
appreciate more and more just how thor-
ough, informative, honest, bold, sincere
and consistent your publication has
shown itself to be. It seems that my ad-
miration and appreciation for the gener-
al character of your publication far
outweighs whatever strong disagreement
I might have with it.

I appreciate your not charging for the
publication, and I can see you put much
work into each issue.

Thanks.
R.P.D., El Paso, TX

- - -

Dear brother and sister in Christ,
Your paper is about the only material

I receive that takes what used to be
called a stand for the true Gospel. My
income has become limited, but I will
seek to do more in prayer and financial
supply. Keep on keeping on, being true
to God and His Word.

R.R., Roscoe, IL

- - -

Dear Al and Jean,
Please keep me on your mailing list.

Your news is very vital to me. I am 82
years old and cannot find a church near
me that is even remotely interested in
our wonderful, soon-coming Redeemer.
To most, church is just a social club.
Apostasy is surely here!

Thank you for your faithfulness as a
watchman on the wall, and for your love
of our Lord.

God bless you.
M.A.P., Chester TX

- - -

Brother Albert and Sister Jean,
Great thanks for your ministry, love,

sacrifice and servitude. I appreciate so
much what you two do—for your invest-
ment to receive Yahweh’s revelation and
heart.

And thank you for remembering the
family of Christ who is imprisoned. Your

articles are thought provoking, sell artic-
ulated, always done with great class and
love, and scripturally sound. I know Yah-
weh is with the two of you, and is sought
to be found and known in a deeper way
by you. May He provide you with all you
need, bless you with the desires of your
heart, and lavish you with His love.

May He bless this ministry, your mar-
riage and family, and give you all the
faith, encouragement, revelation, com-
fort and love that you need.

Love, live and laugh,
A.I., Lancaster, CA

Dear A.I.,
Thanks for the encouragement and

wonderful prayers.
Al and Jean

- - -

Dear Media Spotlight (Al and Jean)
As a prisoner I was a bit late coming

to the party, but here I am now, eager to
stay till the end!

Each of those who have chosen the
truth of Christ over falsehood and misin-
formation treasure the books and lessons
your ministry provides. My own calling is
to teach those who would, through kind-
ness and love, provide “meat and pota-
toes” of Christ-centered doctrine, and
eliminate the confusion of denomina-
tional religion. In this, I have relished
every word of “The History of Anti-
Christ” series. Do you have a separate
publication I can receive with this mes-
sage in its entirety?

Regardless, please accept this dona-
tion in the hopes of a day when it can be
offered as well as for all of the Spirit-
filled moments your ministry has given
my own life!

God bless you,
J.C., Lisbon, OH

Dear J.C.,
A number of people have asked about

the entire series of “A History of Anti-
Christ.” It unfolds as I write it for each
issue. I don’t even know when it will be
completed (if that is the Lord’s will), but
if it gets to that point and we can afford

it, we would like to publish it in one vol-
ume (again, if the Lord wills).

Thanks for your interest and encour-
agement.
Al and Jean

- - -

Dear Mr. Dager
Can you please clarify what position

or the timing of the “rapture” that you
endorse?

In Jesus’ love,
K.C., Mountain Home, AR

Dear K.C.,
I do not endorse any of the conven-

tionally understood “rapture” theories.
Space here does not allow for an ade-
quate rendering of my position. My new
book, The Day of Yahweh, offers a com-
plete treatise on that subject and all sub-
jects related to eschatology. But briefly, I
can say this:

Most dispensationally-oriented teach-
ers believe in a coming seven-year period
of Great Tribulation, based in part on
Daniel’s seventy “sevens” or “weeks” (Da
9:24-27). They correctly understand that
the 69th “seven” ended when Jesus was
crucified, but erroneously conclude that
the entire 70th “seven” is yet future. I
believe the first half of Daniel’s 70th

“seven” culminated in A.D. 70 with the
destruction of the temple. The siege be-
gan in Feb. 67 and ended in Aug. 70,
exactly three-and-one-half years time.

The covenant was confirmed by
Vespasian when he first approached
Jerusalem offering peace terms including
the maintaining of the covenantal obla-
tions and sacrifices required under the
Law of Moses. Because the Jews rebelled,
after three-and-one-half years the temple
was destroyed, causing the covenant to
be broken irrevocably.

An important clue to understanding
end-time prophecy is that prophetic
history does not always coincide with
human history. Thus the reason for gaps
in time that are not always considered by
the more popular teachers. That’s all I
have room for here, but I hope it helps.

In Jesus’ love,

Al



WWW.MEDIASPOTLIGHT.ORG

DON’T READ THIS BOOK
IF YOU WANT TO BELIEVE ALL YOU’VE  HEARD FROM

YOUR FAVORITE “PROPHECY TEACHERS”

T HE DAY OF YAHWEH is the result of 25 years of research into biblical
prophecy and human history. Readers will be startled and perhaps even
dismayed to find that their eschatology, based on the teachings of trusted

“experts” in the field of last-days teachings, has been largely misguided.
Subjects of debate among Christians of varying persuasions are finally able to be

settled.
� Will there really be a Millennium when Christ will reign over all the nations from

Jerusalem?
� If so, why will the nations continue to worship false gods?
� Will there really be a temple built in present-day Jerusalem?
� What is the difference between prophetic history and human history?
� How many “great tribulation” periods are there? Are they worldwide or local to

Jerusalem?
� Is America found in biblical prophecy?

The answers to these and many other questions are likely contrary to what you
may have learned.

THE DAY OF YAHWEH IS AVAILABLE FROM SWORD PUBLISHERS www.swordpublishers.com
By mail: Sword Publishers - P.O. Box 290 - Redmond, WA 98073 Item #B-1109 Paperback $18 Free US Postage

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing
I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also
Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.

(Philippians 1:20)

OSWALD CHAMBERS’ CLASSIC daily devotional My Ut-
most for His Highest is well loved by many and worthy
of being read again and again. Philippians 1:20 was

the inspiration for the title of the book. As we mature in
Christ, I’ve become aware of how the Holy Spirit is prompting
me to lead a life that is pleasing to Him. I want the light of the
Lord to shine through me so others will be desirous to know
Him. I want to give Him my best because of His great faithful-
ness and care for me and for all those who love Him. The
Scriptures relate that King David was the “apple of God’s eye.”
His heart was truly right towards God throughout all his life.
When he gathered the materials to build the temple to honor
His great God, he made sure the temple was overflowing with
the very best of everything.  Huge treasures of gold, silver,
metals, and jewels were put in place. All the beautiful cedar and
stone work were crafted by only the most talented workmen.
The temple was magnificent and nothing like it since has ever
been built to equal its majesty.

Over the weekend, I had the privilege of hosting a brunch
for the women who attend our weekly fellowship. The main
purpose of getting together wasn’t just the dining part, al-
though we all certainly enjoyed that!  It was specifically planned
to be an opportunity to share about our walks with the Lord.
During this time, I was humbled by so many expressions of
genuine love for the Lord, each sister desiring to give their best
to the Lord by walking closely with Him. One of the youngest
in attendance (age 16) told me that on Monday, she had to turn
in three written papers to school as well as study for several
difficult subjects. Yet she felt it was important for her to be with
us, and she planned to complete her studies when she returned
home.  Another expressed the challenges she faces in her
workplace each day and, at times, the necessity to work with
some very rude people. She faces these challenges each day,
recognizing that the Lord would have her be a light to those
that don’t know Him. So she does her best to be a good witness
by not exhibiting a mean spirit towards those who treat her
unkindly.

What a joy it is to be bonded to sisters in the Lord who love
Jesus!  I have no siblings, but if I did I would still consider these
to be my real sisters. Each one is sincere in her love for the Lord
and desires to do her best to honor Him.

When Jesus was asked which of the commandments was
the greatest, He replied, “‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”
(Mt 22:35-40).

The expressions of love for the Lord that emanate from
these sisters’ lives is an encouragement to me. I hope this will
be an encouragement to you, as well.v

   By Jean Dager


